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THE NEW BELL OF BRESLAU. 


BY M. E. THALHEIMER. 


{The old city of Breslau in Silesia, has one of the finest Sunday- 
school buildings in the world. The Emperor William has given it a 
bell made from French cannon which were captured during the 


recent war. } 
A kingly deed, O Kaiser! 

és. No alchemist of old 

FE’ er turned the baser metal 
To fairer, purer gold ; 

Or made, with grander cadence, 
Its tone triumphant swell 

From the roar of brazen cannon 
To the chime of the Sabbath bell! 


. nrouga the brutal din of battle 
Sounds a modulation sweet, 
And the tramp of the armed battalion 
Is but patter of little feet ; 
And grander than call of trumpet 
Or bea’ of the martial drum 
e from the Breslau belfry— 
** Let the little children come!” 


Far over the western border 
Let the friendly « nts go, 
And drown with their... ~ nly music 
The murmur of hate and wee; 
Till foemen love as brothers, 
And the clangor of war shall cease, 
For the crowns of king and kaiser 
Shall be thine, ‘‘O Prince of Peace!”’ 


“HOW SHOULD MUSIC BE CONDUCTED 
IN THE LORD’S WORK?” 


BY IRA D. SANKEY. 


| commiaace wita a request that I should give a few 
thoughts upon the question propounded at the head 
of tais article, I attempt to do so, only remarking that 
my opinions a:e based upon the results of more than 
fifteen years’ personal experience in conducting the ser- 
vice of praise in various branches of the Lord’s work in 
this country and other lands. I can scarcely expect 
that my views will be accepted by all singers; but I 
must give the result of my experience, nevertheless. 


IN THE CHURCH, 


I will speak first of the music in the church, which 
should be conducted by a good, large choir of Christian 
singers, who would encourage the congregation to join 
heartily with them in the songs of Zion, instead of 
monopolizing the service themselves. 

I would not bave unconverted persons leading the 
praise of the people of God. I am fully persuaded that 
four-fifths of the traditionary trouble with choirs arises 
from having unconverted people conducting this part of 
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the service of the sanctuary. If I could not get a con- 
verted choir, I would go back to the good old ways of 
our forefathers and select the best Christian man in the 
church who had a good voice, and put him up in front 
of the congregation and let him lead as best he could, 
and I am sure the people would join more heartily under 
his leading than they would with a choir who are anxious 
to show how well they can execute some new tune which 
they have just found. But there are very few churches, 
if any, in which a good Christian choir may not be 
formed, and no one will doubt that when all the parts 
of our sweet church songs are sung from the heart, 
and the words of the hymn are distinctly pronounced, 
it is much sweeter than where all are singing in unison. 

I would have the singers and the organ in front of the 
congregation, near the minister or speaker, and would 
insist on deportment by the singers in keeping with 
the services of the house of God. The conduct of the 
choir during the service will have very much to do with 
the success of the preaching. Instead of whispering, 
writing notes, passing books, and the like, the choir 

should give the closest attention to all the services, es- 
pecially to the preaching of the Word. There should 
be the most intimate understanding between the leader 
of the singing and the pastor. When new tunes are to 
be introduced into the church they might be sung fre- 
quently by the choir alone, before the regular services 
commence, as voluntaries ; thus the people would become 
somewhat familiar with the music, and when it is intro- 
duced into the regular service they would be able to take 
up the tune and sing it with pleasure and profit. New 
hymns and tunes should be introduced occasionally, but 
great damage is often done by injudicious choir leaders 
trying to introduce a new tune at every service. 

The congregation should be exhorted by the pastor to 
join heartily in the singing, and if a choir-master per- 
sisted in bringing out new-fangled tunes in which the 
people could not join during the hour of public worship, 
he should be set aside and his place supplied by some 
one who would not be so ambitious to show off how well 
the choir could perform, but who would be glad to have 
all the people join in the good old songs of Zion, which 
will be loved and sung until 

* * All the ransomed church of God 
Are saved to sin no more.” 

The whole question of the singing should be kept in the 
hands of the office-bearers of the church, and the choir 
should never be encouraged to entertain the idea that 
that they are an independent organization, with power 
to levy war upon the church and bring it to terms, or to 
secede from it and cause a disruption. Praying singers‘ 
are likely to be loyal to the church, and not to give 
trouble. 

IN THE PRAYER-MEETING. 

The singing in the regular prayer-meeting should be 
of the most spirited and spiritual character, and should 
be led by a single voice, usually without instrumental 
accompaniment, so that no restraints of any kind may 
interfere with the worship of even the oldest saint, who 
might not be able to sing in just such time and voice as 
would be expected were the instrument used. 

The singing of long hymns should beavoided. Two or 
three verses well sung and bearing upon the key-note or 
subject of the meeting will do more good than a dozen 
verses poorly sung. Old familiar hymns and tunes should 
be used, with now and then a Sunday-school song, so 
that the children may feel that they have a part in the 
prayer-meeting as well as in the Sunday-school. The 
young should be encouraged to attend the prayer-meet- 
ings to assist in the singing. 

Nothing will kill a prayer-meeting more effectually 
than poor, drawling, lifeless singing; while many a 
poor prayer-meeting has been saved by good and spirited 
singing. 

IN THE SUNDAY- SCHOOL, 


The American Sunday-school has done more to make 
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us a singing people than all other causes combined, and 
to attempt giving suggestions as to how its singing 
should be conducted may seem rather venturesome. But 
as there are schools where, for want of a good singing- 
leader, there is a sad deficiency in this most delightful 
service, I may be pardoned for dropping a few sugges - 
tions for their benefit. 

In the first place, you should have a lady or a gentle- 
man who can play the cabinet organ. If you have not 
such an instrument already, I would advise you to get 
one as soon as possible. Let the leader, seated at the 
organ before the school, with a few good voices near by, 
conduct the singing in a hearty and spirited manner, 
inviting and urging all the teachers and scholars to take 
part in it. You will have great difficulty in getting the 
children to sing at all if the tunes are allowed to drag. 
A word now and then as to the meaning of the hymn, a 
few directions as to the way in which it should be sung, 
and hints as to the correct pronunciation of the words 
will add much to the interest and profit of the singing. 

Do not let the school run into a singing-class. See 
that all the hymns have a bearing upon the lesson of 
the day. 

IN EVANGELISTIC WORK. 


When union religious services are held, the singing 
should occupy a prominent place, and it should be ju- 
diciously conducted. A union choir should be formed, 
composed of the best singers from the different denomina- 
tions in the community. The pastors should select the per- 
sons from their own choirs or congregations, and send in 
their names to the person or persons selected to have 
charge of the singing. Frequent meetings of these 
singers should be held for practice. Such hymns and 
tunes should be used as are easily caught by the people, 
and such only as contain the simple gospel ; those which 
are full of invitations to Christ rather than to creed. 

All these preparatory meetings for practice should be 
opened and closed with prayer. Moreover each singer 
should be impressed with the importance of bearing 
himself in the most exemplary manner. Especially 
should this be demanded from each singer during the 
time of the public services, for inattention to the preach- 
ing on the part of members of the choir will cause more 
or less inattention in the congregation. 

The time and tune should be led by the organ. The 
organist should first play a measure or two, to indicate 
the time and movement. At the close of this, all should 
join heartily in the singing, leaving no place for the 
appearance of the quite useless appendage of too many 
religious gatherings—a fussy singing leader. During the 
public service I would not have the leader stand up 
before the audience, and with a stick or a book beat the 
time with such fearful gesticulations as to call the atten- 
tion of the people from the singing to himself. Let. 
there be nothing about the choir to divert the audience 
from their part of the worship. All should try and 
understand the sentiment of the hymn or sacred song, 
and enter into it with heart and voice, in a prayerful 
frame of mind, silently asking God to bless the song to 
every soul. 

I am persuaded that much interest may be added to 
evangelistic services by the singing occasionally of some 
sweet gospel hymn by a single voice. If the voice be 
strong enough, and the pronunciation of the words be 
clear and distinct, and the singer be full of faith that 
God will bless his message, I have no doubt that many 
will accept the “ gospel in the song” who would perhaps 
otherwise remain unreached by the truth. I would not 
permit solo singing, or any other kind of singing, to take 
the place of the preached Word; but, solo singing, 
properly conducted, may be a means of attracting people 
to the services who would not have come simply to hear 
a sermon in the usual way. 

What is most needed in all these things is that they 
be attempted in prayer and faith, and to the glory of 
God. Ministers should pray for the sj ngers and the 
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singing. The singers should pray for themselves and 
their work. Thus may a bond of union be formed ‘n 
this service which will be owned of God, and thereby 
will the world be led to see still more and more of the 
power of sacred song in winning souls to Jesus. 


RIGHT SPEAKING. 
BY MARY B, DODGE, 


F, as Shakespeare says, “ Courage mounteth with oc- 

casion,” wit is not always ready to bear it desirable 
company. Few, comparatively, think of exactly the 
right thing to say on a sudden occasion. After the im- 
mediate opportunity bas passed, the exact word, the 
pithy observation, is more apt to present itself, and then 
we berate the mental messenger, who, when just too late, 
comes bravely up with supplies, which a moment ago 
would have been perhaps a fortune to us of never-to-be 
computed value. Not that we are often found slow of 
speech ; better, indeed, if it were so, for then we should 
have to repent only of a sin of omission and not one of 
commission, into which creation we have probably blun- 
dered by the unbridled restiveness of a member not yet 
thoroughly trained to the dignity of silence. 

All men who have exercised large influence, inde- 
pendent of greatness of intellect, have been men who 
intuitively believed in the efficacy of a certain “ masterly 
inactivity” of utterance, whenever speech was un- 
warranted by corresponding strength of ideas, 

Thoughts and thought upon a subject are of very 
different nature; and to nicely discriminate between 
them, and withhold the infliction of irrelevant ex- 
pression when an opinion is desired, is sure to tell in 
favor of the self-contained leader. To this quality of 
self-restriction we may doubtless impute much of the 
power which George Washington exerted among all 
those with whom he was brought into contact, not only 
on the battlefield and in the halls of State, but in the 
privacy of domestic life. Both idle deeds and idle words 
seem equally to have inspired his contempt. It is told 
of him that a man, who had a matter to press upon his 
notice, once thought to emphasize his argument by a 
familiar touch—a slap on the shoulder, or some equiva- 
lent act of ill-breeding—when the silent look of con- 
temptuous rebuke which he received, was such as to 
send him abashed from the superior presence, never 
again to seek it; indeed to avoid carefully through a 
long life meeting the general, whose conscious self- 
respect could so condemn a rudeness born of vain and 
vulgar protestation. 

A still more striking illustration of the power of a 
self-possessed presence is told thrillingly by De Quincy 
of a great Roman leader, who, when in prison and in 
chains, quelled the brutal force, in the person of an 
hireling, by which he would otherwise have been slain, 
through the overmastering power, in a few, terse words, 
with which he repelled the possibility of a slave daring 
so to trifle with the person of Caius Marius. The slave 
dropped his threatening attitude, and even crept back- 
wards from the room that held such irrepressible 
royalty. 

Yet, where in all history is the efficacy of dignified 
demeanor and right speaking more graphically por- 
trayed, than by that passage in the life of Jesus related 
by St. John, where the officers told the chief priests and 
Pharisees that they had not been able to bring Christ 
as a prisoner to them, since ‘“‘ never man spake like this 
man”? Still, it is not recorded just how he spoke at 
this time; only from our subsequent and prior knowledge 
of his prudence and forbearance, yet earnestness of 
speech, we may be quite sure he had spoken with that 
sincerity of conviction, that certainty of truth, which 
stronger than any rhetoric of the schools takes posses- 
sion of the listener’s heart; that same sort of vital 
breathing shaped into glowing words, yet infinitely 
stronger and sweeter, which makes such men as Moody 
and Varley, and such women as Hannah. W. Smith and 
Sarah Smiley, with many others of the “ believing be- 
lievers,”’ so unctuous in their utterances. 

“T speak that which I have seen,” Christ said; not 
that which I have heard or read, but which I know, Ah, 
that is it! To be thoroughly possessed of a subject, to 
know whereof we speak is to speak well and impress- 
ively, whether it be in advocacy or denunciation. But 
to repeat what another has said, who probably when 
tested has no authority for his statement, is not to speak 
acceptably, except to a mind as idle and as vacuous as 
the one which delights in a handful of chaff to mislead 
the silly follower that is equally pleased to take it for 
genuine grain. 

If, when we are approached by a careless, gossiping 
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tongue, we would consider our souls insulted, as George 
Washington did of his body when it was impertinently 
grasped by a rude and thoughtless hand, we would not 
only lift ourselves out of a lower social temperature, but 
we would check the flow, as far as we are able, by shut- 
ting the flood-gates of a muddy stream whose office is 
only to breed moral malaria. 

As long ago as Spencer wrote he praised those who 
“their eyes, their ears, their tongues, their talk restrain.” 
Yet this poet only repeated a far more venerable and 
royal singer; and, besides the singers of to-day—whose 
voices would blend, if heard, in similar tribute, making 
through the ages continuous chorus in favor of “ what- 
soever things are lovely and of good report ”’—there is 
really not an idle speaking man or woman extant, who 
does not in his or her inner heart, reverence the being 
known to be above it, and who either by right speaking 
or desirable silence helps toward a universal harmony. 


SERMONS TO GIRLS. 
DRESS. 
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 


HE subject of dress naturally and properly occupies 
an important place in the thoughts of women. 
Every young girl should have ideas about it—ideas 
which are her own, and which she has gained as the re- 
sult of intelligent consideration of the theme, She 
should determine her dress from elevated and not from 
ignoble motives, and decide its cost, its style, its beauty, 
and its harmony, with conscientious regard to her in- 
come, and her duties in life. Because many frivolous 
women allow their dress to monopolize almost their 
whole mental activity, and to usurp time, and absorb 
strength, which are needed for other claims, we, who 
hope not to be frivolous, need not fly to the other ex- 
treme and declare that we care nothing whatever about 
our clothing. It is perfectly right and womanly that we 
should care about it and devote to it a legitimate portion 
of decorous and reasonable attention. It is unfortunate 
indeed when a girl’s heart, aims, and ambition seem to 
be satisfied with the external, and when she is submerged 
in vain desires to outshine her neighbors, or to heap 
finery upon herself, The only way to cure this diseased 
regard for dress is to put something better and larger, 
some loftier pursuit, some worthier study, in its place, 
We shall not convert the victims of this hallucination 
to our way of thinking, by preaching to them of their 
errors. We must set before them in our own persons 
the loveliness of a fairer example and win them to an 
easier path by the convincing arguments of our own suc- 
cess in finding the healthful and the beautiful in dress 
without yielding to its demands everything else that 
we prize. 

A young lady needs, as a matter of course, what may 
be called her business dress, after that her every-day 
leisure dress, and last, her best dress, to be worn on state 
occasions, to church, etc., and laid aside that its fresh- 
ness may be retained. Many girls of my acquaintance 
have numbers of dresses belonging to each of these 
classifications. Many others whom I know are very glad 
to have one whole neat dress of either kind, and never 
understand for themselves the pleasure there is in hay- 
ing a wardrobe adjusted to the needs of every occasion. 

By a business dress I mean this, something strong and 
serviceable which you can wear when engaged in the 
daily work, which every self-respecting girl finds to do. 
I am not writing for idlers, for I hold, as a part of re- 
ligious duty, that no womanly girl, whatever her station, 
can be content to simply exist; helping, comforting, and 
blessing mb dy in God’s busy world. Some have one 
sort of work to do and some another. Mary may set the 
breakfast table, sweep the chambers, or dust the parlor. 
Eva may attend school. Florence may read the Bible 
or the newspaper to her father, whose sight begins to 
fail. Louise may knead and bake the bread. Clara 
may stand behind the counter, measuring yards of rib- 
bon and matching shades of silk for fastidious buyers. 
Eleanor may manage a kindergarten. Maria may be 
the gem of the family, sole daughter, in a great merry 
circle of boys. Each in her way and place has her vo- 
cation, just as much as if she had been called and set 
apart to it by an audible voice from heaven. And while 
I would not recommend that all these girls should dress 
after precisely the same pattern, because such a recom- 
mendation would be a very manifest absurdity, yet 
there may be a uniformity of tone, which suits the 
whole great sisterhood of nice girls, who are at this mo- 
ment performing the various tasks alluded to above. 

Your business dress should for one thing be short. 
It should clear, not touch, the ground, Nothing is less 





agreeable than to see a young woman stepping about 
upon her domestic errands, encumbered by a long trail- 
ing robe. Nothing is less appropriate than a garment, 
worn to market, or to the shop, which sweeps the ground 
and gathers to itself soil and stain at the contact. It 
should be, in summer, of calico, or muslin, or some cool, 
light material that will wash. A neat, well-fitting, and 
tasteful print, that does not fade, is far more lady-like 
for common wear than a soiled and half-worn silk. In 
winter a dark, warm dress of grey, brown, or black, with 
a white apron, and clean collar and cuffs, is most con- 
venient and economical for work and wear and hard 
service. The habit in some families of taking half-worn 
dresses, which in their time have been considered styl- 
ish, and wearing them to work in, encumbered with 
rags and tags, beads and bugles, yards of kilt-plaiting, 
and quantities of shabby ribbons and lace, is not in good 
taste. I do not think a thoroughly neat, refined woman 
would wear an old silk wrapper, or a loose cashmere 
morning dress, in her kitchen, when making pies was 
her business there. 

But you have duties to the parlor as well as to the 
kitchen and the chamber; and it is poor management 
that keeps the housework around all day. In the after- 
noon, when the morning duties are accomplished, or in 
the evening, when the day’s work is done, put on your 
fresh pretty dress, as simple as you please, of whatever 
fashion you prefer, but significant of the fact that you 
have now reached the recreative part of the day. Dress 
for your friends and those around you. 

How many girls linger at their mirrors, studying ef- 
fects, trying now the pink tie, and now the white, and 
again the cardinal, anxious each tire to look the very 
prettiest in eyes that are not likey to be too critical. 
But to bid you dress in the afternoon, for your own home 
folks; for father, who comes in at night so wearied and 
jaded, for mother, who so seldom gets anything new for 
herself, that you may have all the more for Brother 
Tom’s or Sister Sarah’s pleasure, is not superfluous. And 
it is not a bit wrong or sinful to dress a little for your 
own delight. God who makes the flowers so lovely, and 
sets them in so many varieties, and with so many deli- 
cate differences and variations of shape, of color, and 
of perfume, is not indifferent we may te sure to tne 
beautiful. It is right for you to be as blossom-like and 
flower-like as you can be, and to enjoy being so while 
you are in the bloom and spring of your life. 

When you receive an invitation to a party, the §- t 
question usually is, “What shall I wear?” Sometimes 
you decline pleasant invitations to houses, in which you 
would meet cultivated people and make pleasant ac- 
quaintances, because you have no great variety of dress. 
Sometimes you stay at home from church, becau ~ ron 
have not what you want to wear, the new dress and tue 
new bonnet not being ready on the day that fashion has 
decreed a change. “They,” mysterious power, that we 
all feel, though none can exactly define who and where 
it is, “they” are wearing feathers no 7, and you have 
none; or wreaths, and you have only a sinxie rosebud. 
Never stay at home from church for that reason, I b-g. 
Think of the real meaning of worship, and of your own 
responsibility, and do not absent rcurself from God’s 
house because your gown and mantle are not a /a mde. 

But about entertainments and companies, let there be 
this to console you. People in general are not especially 
interested in you and your dress. They will like your 
youth, your enthusiasm, your fresa and eager enjoy- 
ment, but they will not care very much whether you 
are in tulle or tarletan, or satin or velvet. To say, like 
Flora McFlimsey, “I’ve nothing to wear,” when you 
have even one presentable dress, is to act very foolishiy. 
Wear one dress over and over; who will know or care, 
80 long as you do not grossly violate the proprieties of 
the occasion. If you yourself tire of the monotony of 
your costume, you can vary it by altering trimmings a 
little; but, depend upon it, the friends you visit will not 
be impressed one way or the other by your garments, 
except as they convey the nameless aroma of grace and 
daintiness, which is the birthright of the real lady, 
wherever she may be and however she may be array~’. 

Your dress should be, to some degree, the expression 
of your own individuality. This it cannot be, if you 
are contented to be the slave of the ¢ressmaker and the 
abject victim of every caprice of iashion. For the rest 
it should be faultlessly clean. Outer cleanliness is a 
sort of pledge of inner purity. It should be whole; ro- 
thing is more repulsive than a frayed and tattered gown. 
If you belong to the set of unfortunates who catch on 
every nail, and are always getting garments torn, learn 
to darn neatly, and make a point of doing it at once, 
after each catastrophe. 

Don’t despise what may be called the finishing off, 
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the ruffles and cuffs and edges, which should always | Word of God. It was his custom to read the Bible 


be immaculate. And once you are dressed to your own 
satisfaction, think no more about it. 


SENT AWAY. 
[Matthew 14: 22.] 
BY LILLIE E. BARR. 


66 A T night, dear Lord! and without thee! 
Alone, upon the doubtful sea ! 


Surely,” they said, ‘it cannot be.” 


But, all unmoved by their fond care, 
And deaf to all their pleading prayer, 
He bade them ‘‘Go,’”’ and leave him there. 


And so they went; this little band 
Went in the night, at his command, 
And strove to reach Bethsaida’s strand. 


And then, when doing what he said, 
And toiling in the road he bade, 
The storm broke on them overhead. 


Should they turn back and seek tne land? 
Surely the Lord would understand, 
And free them now from his command. 


Ah, no! their Lord had bid them ‘‘ Go’ — 
The storm might rage, the wind might blow, 
Still they could pray and onward row. 


Hour after hour they toiled and prayed, 
And still the Master from them stayed, 
And still the storm their ship delayed. 


And now when hope has almost died, 
That they can reach the other side, 
And fear and grief their hearts divide, 


The Lord in calm serenity 
Comes walking toward them on the sea, 
The stormy sea of Galilee. 


Ob, had they shrunk from that hard fight, 
And hid them from the stormy night, 
They ne’er had seen that glorious sight. 


And so if Jesus bade me ‘‘ Go,” 
Upon a stormy sea of woe, 
How should I dare to answer ‘‘ No’’? 


For I am sure its waves would be 
Another sea of Galilee, 
On which my Lord would come to me. 


A PATRIARCH GONE. 
BY J. T. CRANE, D.D. 


b fence ee (Friday, December 31) I attended the 
funeral of the patriarch of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The Rev. Henry Boehm was born June 8, 1775, 
and died December 28, 1875. He had lived one hun- 
dred years, six months, and twenty days. Converted in 
his early manhood, he was licensed in 1801 to preach 
the gospel. [n 1802 he was received into the Philadel- 
phia Annual Conference, and began the active labors of 
a ministry which did not wholly cease till almost seventy- 
four years had passed. He continued in the regular 
itinerant service about thirty-two years, or from 1802 to 
1834. During this period he traveled some of the largest 
circuits in the church, was for some years presiding 
elder, and also for several years the traveling com- 
panion of the venerable Bishop Asbury. With him he 
traversed every part of the United States, as the states 
then were, visiting the towns and cities and the rural dis- 
tricts, and exploring the “new countries,” and every- 
where preaching the words of peace, the Lord .“con- 
firming the word with signs following.” 

In 1834 he ceased from the regular duties of the pas- 
toral office and fixed his residence on Staten Island, near 
the village of Richmond, where he purchased a little 
cottage and a few acres of land. Here was his home for 
many years, and in this vicinity, at the house of his 
granddaughter, he died. 

A life thus prolonged far beyond what we are accus- 
tomed to call the allotted time of men is, in itself, an at- 
tractive subject of study. We are naturally, and not 
without reason, curious to learn what were the charac- 
teristics, physical, mental, and moral, of one to whom so 
great age was given. 

In person, Father Boehm was of medium height and 
weight, somewhat strongly built, with blue eyes and 
florid complexion. In regard to food and sleep he had 
no peculiarities to attract attention. He was temperate 
in all things, but seemed to have no special methods of 
cultivating health and longevity. He was quiet in man- 
ner, deliberate in speech and motion; and in his coun- 
tenance, voice, and attitudes showed the spirit of peace 
and repose. He was fond of reading, especially the 








through every year, and curiously enough he completed 
the reading for 1875, the day before the fatal attack ; and 
as he completed the last chapter of Revelation he moved 
his book-mark back to Genesis, in readiness for another 
perusal, 


Father Boehm was, even in his extreme age, a genial, 
happy man, and a pleasant companion. The old were 
impressed by his cheerful piety, his intelligence, and the 
purity of his character. The young were attracted by 
his pleasant manner and instructive conversation. His 
memory was wonderful, and to the last he was accus- 
tomed to narrate the incidents of former years, giving 
even the dates with an ease and accuracy which few of 
his auditors could equal. 


And what a wondrous century was that through which 
he lived. When he was born there was not a single in- 
dependent civilized nation on the American continent. 
The day that George Washington was elected com- 
mander-in-chief of the armies of the United Colonies 
Henry Boehm was an infant nine days old. He was 
more than a year older than the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. When the constitution of the United States 
was adopted he was a boy of thirteen years. When the 
first president of the United States was inaugurated 
Henry Boehm was fourteen years old. The first Metho- 
dist sermon in America was preached in New York City 
only nine years before he was born; and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was organized when he was in the 
tenth year of his age. 


The best of all is that this long life was singularly 
pure, not only from the greater errors which bring a stain 
upon reputation, but from the lesser blemishes which 
sometimes mar what they do not altogether deface. 
Father Boehm’s piety was characterized by strong prin- 
ciple, simple faith, a broad charity, and a fervent love 
for God and all God’s people. His religion not only 
made him happy, but promotive of happiness to all 
around him. 


He preached his last sermon in Woodrow Church, 
Staten Island, on Sabbath morning, December 5, only 
three weeks and two days before his decease. His text 
was, “ Behold, I stand at the door and knock” (Rev. 
3: 20). His last illness attacked him about two weeks 
before his death, and was attended with much suffering, 
which he bore patiently and even cheerfully. His soul 
was full of peace and holy joy, and his last utterances 
breathed love to God and man. 


MR. MOODY'S “ BIBLE READINGS.” 


BY LYMAN WHITING, D.D. 


OD never has a work to be done but he finds a 
worker to do it. Commonly, too, his choice is what 
just man’s would no/ be. Samuel blundered as to Israel’s 
first king, and the last thought of David, the chosen one, 
prefigured the mischoices of the kingly ones by men, 
and their rectifications by the Lord of the kingdom ever 
since. John, the shaggy rustic of the wilderness, with 
loathsome “locusts and wild honey” for “his meat,” 
grimy fishermen, and a hot-headed youngster fiercely 
“haling men and women to prison,’ who of the “ wise 
men” would have picked ‘/ese as the men to tell the 
world the great redemption story ? 

They were chosen and did it. Seventy years of Sun- 
day-school work has drawn Christians into the general 
use of what are called the International lessons, which 
are simply a plan by which Christians agree to open to 
the same chapter and study it together, each Sabbath of 
the year. The Christian world never before by their own 
choice hit upon such a doing together of anything. It 
has pleased Jesus the king, and throughout the world he 
has drawn the heart of man to the divine Word in a 
wonderful manner. He has anointed ones in the ser- 
vice. This humbly born, illiterate Mr. Moody is a 
“ chosen vessel,” or witness to the treasures hid in the 
book of grace. He didn’t set out to do this work. He 
doesn’t claim to be doing it beyond all other men. I 
think he is so doing it, though he may not know it, for 
while aiming at and attaining other wonderful work— 
using this as a means only—he is educating millions in 
a way of study, which will go on after all his other work 
ends, and outgo it in real value. 

Look at this assembly, seven or eight thousand, at 
early morning of Sabbath, or at 4 pM. of a week day; 
sitting around him in far more reverent intensity of heed 
than the disciples of Socrates or Plato on the banks of 
the Illyssus ever showed; than any group of pupils in 
any “ Divinity School” I have seen; no trifling, no fun- 
making, no dawdling, as in class-rooms; but the eager, 
diligent thousands hearken and turn to chapter and 





verse, and make notes of his words, as of no professors 
of exegesis and sacred literature I have yet seen. 

The value of the work is not alone, not mainly, in what 
he does himself, but more in what he is training them 
to do, These may show what that is. 

(a) A supreme aim to push the divine Word up to 
the souls of men; to touch all men with God’s thought 
in the Word, whatever that is. Face to face with God, 
his friend or his foe, is the practical fact in this way of 
using the Bible. The narrative ; the text ; the setting is 
second ; how to get at the soul through it, is first. No 
matter for the story, or the style, or the commentaries 
on it. Does it stop you from sinning and stir you up to 
do what God would have you do, The persons in the 
narrative were good or bad, wise or foolish, as may be; 
they are there to carry God’s question to you: Are you 
fleeing from the wrath to come, and doing God’s bidding 
to you? To save souls, to make alive in Christ, is the 
ever visible aim in the reading, and of his upspringing 
comments as he reads. 

(5.) Vivid personation marks these readings. Take Lot 
and Peter. A quick-handed crayonist could put much of 
the “reading” on a board as it went on. It would be 
Lot stealing a look “ toward Sodom,” seeming not to see 
it; the glamour of its towers, warehouses, etc., stealing 
his heart. He gets there; makes money; gets into city 
office; is rich. See him strutting about Sodom; boys 
whispering, “ There goes rich Mr. Lot, president of —— 
bank!” Been any Congress he’d been Hon. John Lot, 
M.C.! Sounds well. ‘“ He’s done well for himself!” 
Next he is seen lolling in the “ best carriage in Sodom,” 
with wife and daughters, going to opera or theatre, etc. 
Religion dead in his soul; “just like you, and you, 
worldly professor, getting the world and losing your 
soul,” Then two angels come. They will put up with 
him. He’s one of the chief men of Sodom now. Why 
not have any distinguished strangers? Ah! he didn’t 
guess their errand. They tell him; ask if he has any 
other but those in the house. Then the mob; the stroke 
of blindness ; and, because they can’t see, he gets through 
the crowd to houses of sons-in-law. See him ring door- 
bell ; window opens, with “ Who’s there?” The tidings ; 
the call, “Up, flee for life”” They laugh at him; 
“mocked him ;” he’s out of his head. There’s no danger / 
Sodom never had better times or stood firmer. He's lost 
his witness ; men don’t believe a word he says, because 
he’s been living as much in the world as they have; his 
testimony is good for nothing, just like so many here. 
Then the storm ; the flight; “ the sin of Sodom,” ete. 

Peter was most effectively sketched; with more of 
system and naturalness than any other I have noted. 

He is fishing; is called; leaves all; but as soon as he 
has made himself over to Jesus, goes back to his busi- 
ness. {Converts who would jump from the inquiry-room 
into the pulpit, etc., had a plain speaking to at this point. | 
His call when the business was good—nets full—(costs 
to be a Christian) ; he gets into “ Doubting Castle ’—try- 
ing to walk the water—“ most Christians live in that 
castle.” On the Mount of Transfiguration he started 
“toward Rome’’—a touch of High Churchism got into 
him. He would have three tabernacles: one for Moses, 
one for Elias, one for Christ—a// aliie, bring Christ down 
to their “ old saints’ ” level! Instantly they were gone! 
Christ alone with them; a voice of thunder, “ hear him ! 
hear him |” 

This was a masterstroke in the reading. With awful 
emphasis, “ hear him” rang over the throng. Peter’s 
fall was divided into six steps—each a kind of medallion 
scene around the central figure, which grew into bold 
and powerful form as he “read him out.” (1.) The 
feet-washing refusal ; didn’t know how dirty travel in 
the world had made him. (2.) Self-confidence; “If all 
forsake, not I,” etc. (3.) Got asleep ; “ could not watch 
one hour.” Malchus and his lost ear, or a half-awake 
Christian’s blunder, was a telling point. (4) “ Followed 
afar off.” (5.) Got into bad company ; by the fire in the 
hall. (6.) Lost his temper; swore, etc. This detail is 
given to show the method the revival Bible-study is 
taking. It is simply the Bible made alive! 

Very ragged and inaccurate many of the chalk-marks 
are, some almost grotesque, but life is in them; Christ 
is in them; the way to be saved is seen by them as by 
no other use of Scripture. On this method the Bible 
takes the hearer along with itself; it does not come at 
him, corner him, and “ hew him in pieces,” as in some 
uses of it; but it fills him with itself, and he walks in the 
light, seeing by it his sins, and the blessed Jesus ever so 
full of waiting love and mercy toward him. 

Successors, more accurate, scholarly, and, we hope, as 
full of Christ, will carry on this raising to life of the 
Word of life in the manner Mr. Moody has so effectively 
begun. “Thy Word is truth.” 
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4. Jan. 23.—David in the PAalace..........cccccccccssesrrrssees 1 Sam, 18: 1-16, 
5. Jan. 80.—David and Jomathan............cccccccseeeeseeeee 1 Sam. 20 : 35-42. 
6. Feb. 6.—David Sparing Saul.....cccccsecceeereneeeereees 1 Sam. 24: 1-16. 
7. Feb. 13.—Saul and his Sons Slain.........c0ssccsseresreees 

8. Feb, 20.—David Established King 

9. Feb. 27.—The Ark brought to Zion 
10, March 5.—God’s Covenant with David................. 2 Sam. 7: 18-29. 
11, March 12,—Absalom’s Rebellion..............c:csecceeeee 2 Sam. 15: 1-14. 
12, March 19.—Absalom’s Death........ccccessereeeseees 2 Sam. 18 : 24-33, 


18. March 26.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


LESSON 6, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1876. 
Title: DAVID SPARING SAUL. 


GOLDEN TEXT: RecoMPENSE TO NO MAN EVIL FOR 
EVIL.— Rom. 12:17. 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, Jan, 31; 1 Sam, 24:1-16. Reverence for God's repre- 
sentatives. 
Tuesday, Feb. 1; 1 Sam. 22: 1-86. Saul’s terrible revenge. 
Wednesday, Feb, 2: 1 Sam. 23: 14-29. Saul’s pursuit of David. 
Thursday Feb. 3: 1 Sam. 26:1-25. David makes sport of Abner. 
Friday, Feb. 4: Psalm 142:1-7. David's prayer in the cave. 
Saturday, Feb. 5: 1 Peter 2:13-25. Honor rulers for God's sake. 
Sunday, Feb. 6; Rom, 12:10-21. Paul’s words about revenge. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{1 Sam. 24;1-16.] 


1. And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following 
the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, David is in the 
wilderness of En-gedi. 

2. Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, 
and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of the wild 
goats, 

8. And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; 
and Saul went in to cover his feet: and David and his men remained 
in the sides of the cave. 

4, And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which 
the Lorp said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into 
thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good unto 
thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe privily. 

5. And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, be- 
cause he had cut off Saul’s skirt. 

6. And he said unto his men, The Lorp forbid that I should do this 
thing unto my master, the LoRp’s anointed, to stretch forth mine 
hand against him, seeing he ¢s the anointed of the Lorp. 

7. 80 David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them 
not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the cave, and went 
on his way. 

8. David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried 
after Saul, saying, My lord the king. And when Saul looked behind 
him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed himself. 

9, And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men’s words, 
saying, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt? 

10. Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the Lorp had 
delivered thee to day into mine hand in the cave: and some bade me 
kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will not put forth 
mine hand against my lord; for he is the Lorp’s anointed. 

11. Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my 
hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, 
know thou and see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine 
hand, and I have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul 
to take it. 

12. The Lorp judge between me and thee, and the Lorp avenge 
me of thee: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 

13. As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth 
from the wicked: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 

14. After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost 
thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea, 

15. The Lorp therefore be judge, and judge between me and thee, 
and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand. 

16. And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speaking 
these words unto Saul, that Saul said, Js this thy voice, my son 
David? And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. 


EXPOSITION, 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D, 


N preparing this lesson, read chapter 26, where an ac- 
count of a similar occurrence is given in which David 
acted with the same spirit of generous magnanimity. Refer 
also to the Psalms, 7, 140, and 142. 
THE CONNECTION. 

When David was driven from the court an? his home by 
the violence of Saul, he fled first to Nob, a city of the priests, 
where he received succor and shelter for a day or two. On 
account of this slight kindness shown to the needy fugitive, 
the vindictive king slew no fewer than eighty-five of the 
priests. Thence David went to Gath to find safety among 
the Philistines. He soon, however, found it necessary to 
return to his own land and seek security amid its mountain 
fastnesses and caves. 

Hither came to him a large number of adventurers of 
various kinds, so that he was soon at the head of an inde- 
pendent troop of bold and fearless men, who seem at once 
to have recognized his leadership, and submitted to his 
authority. Among them were many brave warriors, who 
attached themselves to his fortunes, and were devotedly 

oyal to him as their chieftain. Special mention is made of 
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Abiathar, the priest, who escaped from the slaughter of his 
father’s house at Nob; Gad the seer, who afterwards wrote 
the life of David; and Abishai, a nephew of David, a brave 
and skillful warrior, who became David's steadfast friend and 
favorite general. After many narrow escapes from immi- 
nent danger and hurried movements from place to place, 
David and his followers came to the stronghold of En-gedi, a 
region in the wilderness of Judah on the coast of the Dead 
Sea, about twenty-four miles southeast of Jerusalem, a hilly 
country abounding in caverns of great size, some of them 
large enough to afford shelter to several thousand men, and 
very difficult of acceas. In such a cave occurred the events 
recorded in 
THE LESSON. 


It presents the following points: (1) Saul’s danger; (2) 
David’s clemency; (3) David’s appeal; (4) Saul’s relent- 
ings. 

z 1, SAUL’S DANGER—HE IS IN DAVID’S POWER (1-4). 

David having been providentially delivered from the 
grasp of Saul in the wilderness of Maon, hastened to find a 
place of greater security and came to En-gedi, a place usually 
frequented only by wild goats, and took refuge in a large 
cavern in the side of a precipitous rock. Saul, having re- 
turned from his campaign against the Philistines, on being 
informed whither David had gone, hastened after him with 
an army of three thousand picked men, determined to take 
him. The information and directions obtained by Saul seem 
to have been very accurate as he came to the exact spot 
where David and his men were concealed. The place is 
described as a desolate and inaccessible valley. “ Rocky, 
precipitous walls, which rise up one above another, for many 
hundred feet, from the sides of this defile. Stone upon stone, 
and cliff above cliff, without any sign of being habitable, 
or of being capable of affording even a halting place to any- 
thing but wild goats.” 

1. Saul enters the cave. David may have heard from 
scouts of the approach of Saul, and with his men retired 
into the recesses of the cavern. On passing the narrow 
entrance of this retreat, Saul seems to have entered it alone 
for private purposes, and, all unconscious that the place 
was occupied, may have laid down for rest and fallen 
asleep. Those within would easily discern what was going 
on rear the entrance in the light, and doubtless gave David 
immediate notice of it. Thus was the mighty monarch 
completely within the power of the wronged and persecuted 
outcast. 

2. David’s men urged him to slay Saul. The followers of 
David regarded the fact of Saul’s presence in the cave as an 
intimation of divine providence that their deadly enemy 
should now be put to death. Many a man of that bold band 
stood with his hand upon his weapon, ready, on the slightest 
permission from their leader, to lay violent hands upon the 


king. Little dreamed the wrathful king of the danger which 4 


threatened him, and still less of the hand which saved him. 
By the laws and usages of warfare in that day, in view of the 
treatment David had received at the hands of Saul, men 
would have regarded the act of retaliation as justifiable, if 
not commendable; but to David it appeared simply as mur- 
der and regicide, an offense against God. 

(a.) We have here a striking illustration of the overruling 
providence of God. Within the cave lay David and his band. 
In front of it Saul and his army were encamped ; the result 
seems certain. The hated, hunted outcast is at last surely 
caught. Had Saul but known the position of David, how 
easy with his armed force to have blockaded the mouth of the 
cave and starved its inmates into a surrender at discretion. 
Who could have foreseen the method of deliverance by which 
David would escape? It was most unlikely, and could be 
brought about only by him who has the hearts of all men in 
his hand. 

(b.) We have also an illustration of the utter impotency of man. 
Saul was an absolute monarch, and had a large army of 
chosen men at his command and all the resources of the 
kingdom under his control; yet he went unwittingly, defence- 
leas, and alone into the hands of the very foe whom he sought 
to capture. “It is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps” (Psa, 127: 1, 2). 

ll. DAVID’S CLEMENCY—HE SPARES SAUL (4-7). 


The temptation to David to dispatch his enemy was very 
strong. He would thereby end the wretched, wandering, 
homeless life he was compelled to lead, and secure both a 
home and a throne with all its splendor and power. There 
was also the urgent advice of his chief men, and the sudden, 
unexpected opportunity so favorable and apparently provi- 
dential. But with great mastery over his own spirit, and 
strong faith in God, he resisted the temptation, and in doing 
so won a nobler victory than when he slew Goliath. 

1, He cut off a part of Saul’s robe. Saul must have either 
laid aside his robe, or more probably had fallen asleep, so 
that David could approach without his being aware of it. 
What motive prompted David to do what he did we cannot 
determine. Probably he meant to secure an unquestionable 
evidence that the king had been wholly in his power, and 
that he might have slain him if he had so wished, 





2. He restrained his men from injuring the king. It seems 
when David arose and went toward Saul, his men supposed 
it waa for the purpose of killing him as they had advised, and 
when he returned with a piece of his robe instead of his head, 
they were disappointed, and threatened to attack the king 
themselves. David solemnly and earnestly interdicted them, 
and kept them back by the force of his character and the 
strength of his remonstrance. So Saul was permitted to leave 
the cave and go on his way. 

(a.) We must never indulge feelings of revenge. It is con- 
trary to the example and teachings of Christ. The whole 
spirit of the gospel is one of forgiveness and forbearance. 
Imitate the beautiful example of David, and return good for 
evil. “ Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord.” 

(b.) We must seek to attain even good ends only by the use of 
right means. David had the promise of the kingdom, but he 
had no commission to kill the king. God will accomplish 
his purposes in his own way. We must never do evil that 
good may come. The end can never sanctify the means 
(26: 9-11). 

ill. DAVID’S APPEAL—HE REMONSTRATES WITH SAUL (8-14). 


When Saul left the cave David followed him. This was a 
bold and hazardous step, prompted alike by faith and for- 
titude. 

1, He addresses the king respectfully. As a loyal citizen 
he gives him his rightful title, and renders him the utmost 
reverence, by bowing low in his presence; and, like a dutiful 
son, he calls him father, as a mark of filial respect and sub- 
mission. 

2. He expostulates against his listening to false charges 
and misrepresentations, as if he sought the king’s hurt. 

3. He vindicates his innocence, by referring to what had 
just happened. The Lord had delivered him into his hand. 
Some had advised him to kill him, and the fact that he had 
cut off the skirt of his robe showed that he might have done 
it. All this surely proved he had no evil in his heart to- 
ward the king. J 

4, He appeals to God to judge between them. He left the 
matter in the divine hands—only a wicked man could seek 
revenge, and that he did not, would not do. He expected 
deliverance from God, even from the wrath of the king. 

5. He refers to his inabijiiy to harm the king. That he 
was no more to be feared than a dead dog, which cannot bite, 
or than an insignificant insect which could cause no trouble; 
—why should the king be at all troubled on his account? 

(a.) The propriety of respectful conduct. David has due re- 
gard to the claims of Saul as his king, his father-in-law, and 
his senior in years. Nothing is more becoming in the young 
than a spirit of respectful deference to age and station. Re- 
fer to the fifth commandment and its applications. 

(b.) The value of a good conscience. David appealed to the 
purity of his motives and the judgment of God. Strive to 
keep a conscience void of offence. 


IV. SAUL’S RELENTING (16). 


David’s fearless conduct, and his simple, truthful remon- 
strance, touched the heart of the impulsive monarch; and, 
overcome by such an exhibition of meekness and generosity, 
he burst into tears. Yielding to the better feelings of his 
heart, he spoke to David tenderly as his son, confessed his 
error, sought a reconciliation, and prayed God to reward him 
for his kindness in sparing him. Saul was sincere in these 
expressions at the time, but he soon forgot them. 

(a.) Natural relentings are not true repentance. One may 
bitterly weep over his sins, yet not forsake them; may know 
the better, yet choose the worse. 

(b.) The grace of God alone can enable us to forgive and 
love our enemies. 





PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


HIS lesson, which at first reading would seem only an in- 
teresting story of David’s forbearance, unfolds into wider 
fields of thought than can be fully given to a clasa in the 
brief time allotted. The Scripture references are given for 
study and selection. 


David's troubles: Psa. 57: 1-11; Psa. 142: 1-7. 

His trust: Psa. 31:1-5; Psa. 63: 7-11. 

His prayer: Psa, 64:1-10; Psa, 54:1-5. 

His help: 1 Sam. 25: 14-18; 1 Sam. 23: 25-29; Psa. 144: 1-10, 

His forbearance: 1 Sam. 24:1-15; 1 Sam. 26: 1-25, 

Words of Moses: Ex. 20:13; Lev. 19:18, 

Solomon: Prov. 20:22; Prov. 25: 21, 22. 

Paul: 1 Thess. 5:15; Rom. 12: 17-21 

James: James 5:9 

Peter: 1 Peter 2:23; 3:9. 

Jesus: Luke 6: 27-35. 

Examples: Luke 22:50, 51; Luke 25: 34 
4:12; 2 Tim. 4:14. 


Recall some former points in David’s history. By whom 
was he chosen ? What was in his heart? Who was his help? 
Who his friend? What between them? When they parted, 


the morning that Jonathan shot the arrows, where did Jona- 
than go? From that time David was a wanderer. He went 
to the priest, hungry, almost alone, with no weapons; the 
priest gave him hallowed bread that had been taken out of 
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the Tabernacle, and the sword he had taken from Goliath, for 
it was wrapped in a cloth and preserved there. 

David could not stay long in one place, for Saul was look- 
ing for him. He staid awhile in a cave, and his brothers and 
many others came and joined him, until he had a company 
of four hundred men and he was their captain. He did not 
forget his father and mother ; he found a safe place for them; 
then he, with his company, staid in a forest. 

Who was trying to kill David? He hated all who helped 
him. When he heard how the priest had helped David he 
sent his soldiers and killed the priests and destroyed the 
city where they lived. What two words did we have for our 
motto for the new year? Hear! Obey! Don’t give your 
children precepts and not call for them again and again. One 
teacher using these lessons has had the words drawn on sheets 
of Bristol-board, gaily colored, large and plain, and one hung’ 
on each side of the entrance to the room. Words for the 
eye, thoughts for the mind, lessons for the heart, silent helps 
for the teacher. 

Did David know and use the words? News came to him 
that the Philistines were fighting against a town not far 
away. Should they go and defend them? What Philistine 
had David met before? His men said, “ We are afraid here 
in the wilderness. How could we dare go and fight the Phi- 
listines ?”’ David was ready to hear. He asked God. He 
said, “ Go, I will deliver the Philistines in your hands.” 

What else should he do besides hear? He obeyed, fought, 
conquered, took the town, Saul heard where he was, and 
the ungrateful people promised to deliver David up to him. 
To whom did David always go in trouble? Hesaid, “ Be 
merciful to me, O God: in the shadow of thy wings will I 
make my refuge.” He, and six hundred men with him, left 
the town and hid wherever they could in rocks and woods. 
“Saul sought him every day; but God delivered him not 
into his hand.” 

Once more in the forest Jonathan cameto him. They 
wept, and loved, and prayed together; and again they made 
a covenant before the Lord. Saul still tried to find and take 
him. Once they got so close that Saul and his men were on 
one side of a mountain and David and his men were on 
the other side of the same mountain. Closer and closer they 
came; Saul with his thousands of trained warriors, David 
with his few hundred outcasts. Will they be taken? A 
voice cries out from the rocks, “ Hear my prayer, O God! 
Give ear. Save me. God is my helper.” 

Did he only pray for himself? “The Lord is with them 
that uphold my soul.” Did God hear? While Davidewas 
praying a messenger came hurrying to Saul: “ Haste—come 
—the Philistines are taking your city while you are away 
hunting David.” Back hurried Saul’s army, and David and 
his men were safe that time. 

They changed their place again and went to another wil- 
derness full of rocks and caves. (This may seem much his- 
tory in detail, but to bring out the lesson David’s danger 
must be understood.) After Saul had conquered the Philis- 
tines he heard again where David and his men had gone. 
He took three thousand chosen men and went on the rocks 
where wild goats ran on the cliffs. In the lower sides of the 
mountains were caves and ledges of rock where the sheep 
went for shade. Some of these caves were like great rooms, 
with no place for light to come in except at the entrance. 
Tell of Mammoth Cave, with its dark passages and winding 
ways and broad avenues, where travelers walk for miles. In 
such a cave Saul went to lie down and rest awhile. He did 
not know that it was the very place where David and his 
men were sitting far back in the darkness. 

Saul coming in from the sunlight could see nothing, only 
the dark, black looking rock; while those in the dark, far 
back in the cave looking toward the opening and the sun- 
light, could see the tall king as he came, and when he 
loosened his robe and lay down to rest. 

How they whispered to David : “ Now, here is your enemy. 
The day is come when the Lord has put him in your hand!” 
David went softly to him and cut off a piece of the skirt of 
his robe. Is that all? Would David let the man escape 
who had hunted him for his life? His heart blamed him 
for even cutting his garment, and he said, The Lord forbid 
that I should stretch forth my hand against him; he is the 
anointed of the Lord. He would not let his men touch 
him. They staid in silence until they saw him arise and go 
out of the cave. Then David followed him. The generous 
are always brave, and David was not afraid to call out, “ My 
Lord, the king.” Saul heard the voice he knew so well. 
David said, “ The Lord led thee into my hands ; some bade 
me kill thee, but mine eye spared thee.” He held up the 
piece of his coat, and said, “The Lord judge between me 
and thee, but mine hand shall not be upon thee.” Saul 
wept as he listened to David, and felt how undeserved was 
such forbearance. 

Was David always so forbearing? Again, in the night, 
David might have killed him. He took one brave young 
soldier with him, and while all Saul’s men lay asleep on the 
ground David and his one soldier went to the place where 
Saul lay sleeping. David carried away the king’s spear that 
stood in the ground by his head, but he would not harm the 
king or one of his men, 
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Did not David know the meaning of our golden text? 
Have it recited to assistant teachers. Which commandment 
did David remember? He killed many men, but they were 
God’s enemies whom he was commanded to destroy. Moses’s 
law had said, “Thou shalt not bear any grudge.” When a 
playmate teazes or strikes you, don’t you want to strike 
back again? Don’t you say, “Oh! I'll pay you for that,’ 
and the firat chance you have don’t you try to vex him? Is 
that right? Was that David’s way? 


What is the meaning of recompense? Let us call up the 
words of some of God’s people and learn what they say. 
What did Moses say? Solomon said, “Say not thou I will 
recompense evil; but wait on the Lord and he shall save 
thee?” Paul said, “See that none render evil for evil.” 
And he said again what Solomon said long before, “If thine 
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink.” 
Isn’t that a good way to pay up? How did the quick- 
tempered Peter talk about it? He remembered his Master 
and said, “ When he was reviled he reviled not again.” 

Question upon the two thieves crucified with Christ. 
While one railed he saved the other. Whatdid James say? 
Once when some men would not receive Jesus, he and John 
wanted to call down fire from heaven to destroy them. Would 
the loving Jesus do so? After James had more of Christ’s 
Spirit he said, “Grudge not one against another.” What 
did Jesus say ? “Love your enemies ; bless them that curse 
you; do good to them that hate you; pray for them that 
despitefully use you.” 

How was Jesus despitefully used? Did he love his ene- 
mies? While we were yet enemies he died for us. How 
did he do good to those who hated him? Call for examples. 
For whom did he pray on the cross? Tell of Stephen and 
his dying prayer. 


Christ’s way ? 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 
When Saul was returned .. . Wherefore Saul returned from 


V. ¢ pursuing after David, and went against the*Philistines, 1 
Sam. 25 : 28, 


It was told him . . . Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, 
saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in strongholds in the 
wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon? 1 
Samuel 28:19... And David went up thence, and dwelt in strong- 
holds at En-gedi, 1 Sam. 23:29... In thee are men that carry tales 
and shed blood, Ezek. 22 : 9. 


V. 2. Went to seek David ... The wicked watcheth the righteous, 
and seeketh to slay him, Psa. 37: 52°... They also that seek aftermy 
life lay snares for me: and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous 
things, and imagine deceits all the day long, Psa. 38:12. 


The rocks of the wild goats . . . The high hills are a refuge for the 
wild goats, Psa. 164:18 ... When their judges are overthrown in 
stony places, they shall hear my words, Psa. 141: 6. 


V. 3. To cover his feet... When they saw that, behold, the doors 
of the parlor were locked, they said, Surely he covereth his feet in 
his summer chamber, Judg. 5: 24. 


V. 4. The men of David said . . . And some bade me kill thee, v. 10. 
... Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered thine enemy 
into thine hand this day; now, therefore, let me smite him, I pray 
thee, with the spear, even to the earth at once, and I will not smite 
him the second time, 1 Sam, 26:5... The Lord hath avenged my 
lord the king this day of Saul, and of his seed, 2 Sam. 4:8. 


I wl deliver . . . Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that 
the Lord hath delivered thee to-day into mine hand in the cave, 
v.10... When the Lord had delivered me into thine hand, thou 
killedst me not, v. 18... And Saul said, God hath delivered him 
into mine hand; for he is shutin, by entering into a town that hath 
gates and bars, | Sam. 23:7 . The Lord delivered thee into my 
hand to-day, 1 Sam. 26: 





V. 5. David s heart smote him... And David's heart smote him 
after that he had numbered the people. And David said unto the 
Lord, I have sinned greatly in that I have done, 2 Sam. 24:10... 
Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself be- 
fore the Lord . . . and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I 
also have heard thee, saith the Lord, 2 Kings 22:19... For if our 
heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knowetb all 
things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we conti- 
dence toward God, 1 John 3; 20, 21, 


V. 6. The Lord forbid ... The Lord forbid that I should stretch 
forth mine hand against the Lord’s anointed, 1 Sam, 26:11... And 
David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine 
hand, to destroy the Lord’s anointed’? 2 Sam.1:14... And Naboth 
said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should give the inheri- 
tance of my fathers unto thee, 1 Kings 21:3... ButI say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for thei which despitefully use you, and perse- 
cute you, Matt. 5:44... Reeompense to no man evil for ey il, Rom, 
12: 17, 


V. 7. So David stayed his 


serv ints . Yea, I have delivered him 


that without cause was mine enemy, Psa, 7: 4 . Be not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good, Kom, 12; 21. 

V. 8. David stooped . . . David arose out of a place toward the south, 
and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself three times, 1 


Sam. 20: 41...Andwhen Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted 
off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to 


the ground, 1 Sam. 25: 23... Kender therefore to all their dues; 
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to 
whom fear; honor to whom honor, Rom, 15 . Honor the king, 
1 Pet. 2: 17. 


V. 9. Wherefore hearest thou men's words . . . Lf the Lord have stirred 
thee up against me, let him accept an offering; but if they be the 
children of men, cursed be they before the Lord: for they have driven 
me out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, 
Go, serve other gods, 1 Sam. 26: 19. . , Thou shalt not go up and 
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down as a tale bearer among thy people, Ley. 19: 16... Whoso 
privily slandereth his neighbor, him will I cut off, Psa. 101; 5. 


V.10. The Lord's anointed . . . Destroy him not: for who can stretch 
forth his hand against the Lord's anointed, and be guiltless? 1 Sam. 
26:9... The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, Psa, 
2:2... How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power, Acts 10; 38 . Now he which stablisheth us with 
you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God, 2 Cor, 1: 21. 


V i. My father 
wife, 1 Sam. 18: 27 


. And Saul give him Michal his daughter to 


V.12, The Lord jwige . . . The Lord the Judge be judge this day be- 
tween the children of Israel and the children of Ammon, Judg. 


11: 27... The Lord shall judge the people: judge me, O Lord, ac- 
cording to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is 
in me, Psa. 7: 8. 

V.14. A dead dog And the Philistine said to David, Am I a 


dog, that thou comest to me with staves? 1Sam.17: 43... Then was 
Abner very wroth for the words of Ish-bosheth, and said, Am I a 
dog's head? 2 Sam. 3: 8. 


V. 16. Is this thy vice? . And Saul knew David's voice, and said, 
Is this thy voice, my son David? And David said, It is my voice, my 
lord, O king, 1 Sam, 26: 17, 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


SAMUEL 24: 1.—The wilderness of En-gedi. “ Border- 

ing on the Dead Sea, which also afforded, in its rocky 
cliffs and spacious caverns, excellent hiding-places for whole 
hosts.” — Krummacher. 


2. Rocks of the wild goats.—“ Oa the most precipitous 
rocks over which the ibexes alone can travel.”—A. Clarke. 


“To signify the craggy, precipitous character of the 
country.” —Speaker’s Com. 


“Where, one would think, David should not be envied a 
habitation, nor Saul be desirous to disturb him.”—Henry. 


“ Nothing but the blind infatuation of fiendish rage could 
have led the king to pursue his outlawed son-in-law among 
those and perpendicular precipices, where were inac- 
cessible hiding-places, —Jamieson. 


3. The Sheepeotes.—“ Among wandering tribes, for instance 
among the Algerine Arabs of the present day, caverns and 
grots are usually preferred for sheepcotes, because they offer 
both shelter and security.” — De Sauley. 


“Beyond the valley [of Tekoa] there is a very large 
grotto, which the Arabs call El-maamah, a hiding place. 
. . . There is a tradition, that the people of the country, to 
the number of 30,000 retired to this grotto, to avoid a bad 
air. This place is so strong that one would imagine it to be 
one of the strongholds of Hn-gedi, to which David and his 
men fled from Saul.— Pococke. 


To cover his feet.—“ At the entrance of a cave, covered 
with his mantle, he stretched himself out and fell asleep.” — 


Krummacher. 


“To sleep awhile, it being a cool and quiet place, and very 
refreshing in the heat of the day.”— Henry. 


“ Saul lay down to rest in the heat of the day.”—Jamieson, 
“To repose himself.”— Michaelis ; Dathe ; Geddes ; Booth. 


4. The day of which the Lord said, etc.—“ This was the ver- 
sion by David’s men of such divine predictions as 1 Samuel 
15: 28; 16: 1,12. Jonathan’s words, 20: 15; 23: 17, show 
clearly that these predictions were known, and the version 
of them here given was a very natural one in the mouth of 
David’s men.” —Speaker’s Com. 


“The temptation for David was great. A stroke of the 
sword, and he would have delivered himself from his deadly 
foe.” — Krummacher. 


5. David's heart smote him —“He thought the action in- 
consistent with the respect which he owed to the king.— 
Speaker’ s Com. 

“ Because it was an affront to Saul’s royal dignity, he 
wished he had not done it.” —Henry. 


6. Seeing he is the anointed of the Lord —‘ He considers 
Saul now, not as an enemy . . . but as God’s anointed, that 
is, the person whom God had appointed to reign as long as 
he lived, and who, as such, was under the particular protec- 
tion of the divine law.” —Henry. 


8. David .. . went out of the cave.—“ David . . . hoped 
that such a signal proof as he was able to give of his integ- 
rity would disarm Saul’s resentment.” —Speaker’s 


9 Wherefore hearest thou men’s words.—“ David was quite 
aware that there were flatterers at Saul’s court who were 
continually inflaming his mind by their false accusations 
against David. This explains the language of many of the 
Pealme, as e.g., 10, 11, 12, 35, and many more,”’— 8 
Com. 


10. Some bade me kill thee.—‘“Bishop Horsley, following the 
Vulgate, translates, ‘and I thought to kill thee.’ ””’— Barrett. 


11. My father.—“ Thus he continued in a tone of greatest 
tenderness.”’— Krummacher. 


“The respectful address of a junior and an inferior. (See 
2 Kings 5:13, and comp. verse 16; 25:8; Ruth 2:8; 3: 
10, ete.”—Speaker’s Com. 


“ He called him father, for he was not only, as king, the 
father of his country, but be was, in particulay, his father- 
in-law.” — Henry. 


12. The Lord judge between me and thee.—“ Bishop Pat- 
rick translates: ‘he Lord avenge me of thee. If he still 
persists to persecute him. But he doth not, bv these words, 
‘avenge me of thee,’ pray God to punish him for the in- 
juries he had done him; but only to vindicate and deliver 
him from his violent and unjust persecutions, So the Hebrew 
word nakum often signifies.” — Barrett. 


-13. As saith the proverb.—“ The whole verse is the proverb 
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quoted, as is evident from the repetition of the words, ‘My 
hand,’ etc., the use of which, in verse 12, recalled the pro- 
verb to his mind.””—Speaker’s Com. 

14, After whom ?—° Another argument to deter Saul from 
his course. Was it consistent with the dignity of the king 
of Israel to lead armies in pursuit of a weak and helpless 
individual like David ?”—Speaker’s Com. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


AVID'S HIDING PLACE.—Many of our pupils will 
remember the late struggle with the Indians, known as 
the “ Modoc war.” These miscreants betook themselves at 
last to what waa called the “ Lava beds.” This was a region 
of perfect desolation, the surface being covered with great 
maases of rock which were split and tossed together in such 
a way as to form a series of hiding places, from which it 
was almost impossible to dislodge the fugitives. Somewhat 
similar to this was the region to which David fled, and in 
which Saul with his three thousand chosen men could do but 
little for their capture. 


THE USE OF AFFLICTION.—Some may ask, Why did God 
permit Saul to so oppress the beloved and anointed David ? 
What David learned in these trials he afterward wrought 
into the Psalms, which in all ages have been sources of con- 
rolation to God’s dear people. By what David suffered he 
came into sympathy with the suffering ones of earth, and by 
his glorious deliverances from all his foes he illustrates 
Ciod’s ways of helping his own afflicted ones. Saul did not 
mean to minister to any such end, nor did David know what 
would result; but God made the wrath of man to praise 
him (Psa, 76:10; Gen. 50:19, 20). The physician who 
applies leeches to his patient has his own ends to accomplish. 
The leech draws blood merely to satisfy its own craving, and 
the patient himself may be unconscious of the process, and 
yet he receives the benefit. So God permits evil men to 
follow out their own evil ends upon his people, but the re- 
sult is what he seeks. 


ForBEARANCE,— David had Saul in his power, and he was 
urged to put forth that power and to slay his pursuer, but he 
forbore. When urged to punish an offending subject, it is 
said that Philip the Good replied, “It is a fine thing to 
have revenge in one’s power; but it is a finer thing not to 
use it.’ For Cbrist’s forbearance, see Luke 23: 34; for 
8 ephen’s, Acts 7: 60; for Paul’s, 2 Tim. 4: 16. 


REVERENCE FOR RULERS.—Saul was the anointed king, 
and God had not removed him from the throne. He was to 
be removed by and by, and David was to succeed him, but 
“the powers that be are ordained of God,” and therefore 
David reverenced Saul. A certain President who was not 
very popular was at a public place, when some one calling 
him by name, cried out, “Three cheers for ——.” The 
response was feeble; but another cried out, “ Three cheers 
for the President of the United States!” To this the response 
was hearty. About the man there was division; about the 
President there was none. Excessive and degrading rever- 
ence for rulers appears in the prostrations of men before 
rulers in the semi-civilzed and barbarous lands. Also in 
the superstitious, if not idolatrous, reverence of Romanists 
for their priests. In the window of an art gallery on Chestnut 
street, Philadelphia, a bust of Pope Pius was recently on 
exhibition. A Sister of Mercy passing by dropped on her 
knees and went through some of her sacred motions. No 
more ua-Christian reverence could be shown than by the 
common custom of kissing the cross upon the slipper of the 
Pope, Samuel’s conduct before Eli illustrates reverence for 
religious superiors (1 Sam, 3: 1-10), 


FRANK DEALING.—Dayid went out of the cave and 
openly appealed to Saul. He had previously approached 
the king through Jonathan, but now he chooses a better 
way, and secures better results. Face to face converse with 
one from whom we are to any degree alienated, is the 
quickest and surest way to secure reconciliation. Hence the 
orders of Jesus in Matt. 18; 15. Two children had become 
somewhat cold to each otber, after having been friends for a 
long time, Neither sought an explanation and at last they 
did not speak, “What is the matter between you and 
Mary?” asked a little friend. “She won’t speak to me,” 
was the reply. Inquiry of the other brought the same 
response. The two were brought together, and a frank 
statement showed that each was unable to give a reason for 
the state of affairs; each was sorry for it; each confessed ; 
both forgave, and they again rejoiced together, 


CONQUERED BY KINDNEss.—Saul was overcome by David’s 
honorable and kind reverence. Kindness always conquers. 
Among a party of boys was one who was the butt of all their 
jokes, but who always bore them good-naturedly, and did 
what he could to make the others happy. The party had 
one day made up a grand skating party, and on the way they 
were merciless in the fun they piled upon this one patient 
companion. They had scarcely reached the pond and begun 
their sport, when their leader broke his skate. Quick as 
thought the object of their jokes pulled off his own skates 
and offered them to their champion, being willing to deny 
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himself to do a favor for another. His kindne+s conquered 
the boys. They voted him a splendid fellow, and soon he 
was not only their recognized Jeader, but he had the satisfac- 
tion of having taught them a really noble lesson. 


BLACKBOARD. 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON,. 
GOLDEN TEXT. 
RECOMPENSE TO NO MAN EVIL FOR 
“LOVE YOUR E-«NEMIES.” 
“TO ME BELONGETH V-ENGEANCE.” 


“LOVE WORKETH NO FILL.” 
“LET BROTHERLY LeOVE CONTINUE.” 


OUTLINES. 


ock of Refuge | Judge. 
eturning good for evil. | Avenger. 
evenge forborne. | JESUS ‘piece: 
oyalty spared. | 7” 
espectful address. | Deliverer. 


} ea: 
everent appeal. Hiding-Place 


BY CHARLES T, KISSAM. 
GOLDEN TEXT. 


M-ORTAL Vi 
RECOMPENSE TO NO A-DVERSARY E FOR L 
N-EIGHBOR I ° 


OUTLINES. 


r Cor" EFUGE, ] |] usual habitation. 
UT OBE. | THE | |expected arrival. 
Kl D QUBJECT. | looked for opportunity. 
G NPARED. 


equaled kindness. 


“YECRET REFUGE. 
THE IGNAL OPPORTUNITY. 
PARED SOVEREIGN. 


OPENING WEEKLY REVIEW. 
FOR SUPERINTENDENTS OR TEACHERS. 
BY JOHN B. SMITH. 


ET us twice recite together the names of the historical 
books of the Old Testament. [Genesis, Exodus, etc. ] 
How many chap‘ers in the first book of Samuel ? 
What is its middle chapter? 
How many chapters before the sixteenth ? 
How many after the sixteenth ? 
In what chapter was the first lesson of this year? The 
second? Third? Fourth? Fifth? 
Let us together repeat the numbers. [15, 16, 17, 18, 20.] 
Of what king’s rejection are we told in the fifteenth 
chapter ? 
Of whose anointing in the sixteenth ? 
Of what giant in the seventeenth ? 
Of whose promotion in the eighteenth ? 
Of whose covenant in the nineteenth ? 
Of whom is it said in the first lesson that he repented ? 
Whose son was it who, in the second lesson, is called 
“ruddy” ? 
Who asked, “ Am I a dog”? 
Who was inspired by an evil spirit to prophesy ? 
Who went into a field with Jonathan, knowing not any- 
thing of his mission ? 
How many lessons in January ? 
How many lesson titles mention Saul? How many men- 
tion David ? 
Let us together repeat them all. 
Recite a golden text which tells of a great disappoint- 
ment. 
One which tells of a Guide, called in the New Testa- 
ment the Comforter. 
One which tells me how I can do all things. 
One which shows a way to be at peace. 
One which refers to the best of friends. 
What is the title of to-day’s lesson? The golden text? 


DAVID SPARING SAUL. 
BY THE REV. A. J. GORDON. 


ERCY is the retaliation of love. Hatred finds 
sweetness and comfort in revenge; but love de- 
lights in showing compassion. David cutting off the 
skirt of his enemy’s garment, when he might have cut 
off his head, thus leaving atoken of mercy where he 
might have left a ghastly memorial of victorious revenge, 
is a rare instance of the gospel spirit exhibited in times 
long anterior to the giving of the gospel. Do we not. 
find in this incident a striking proof that the Spirit of 
Christ already dwelt in David? It seemed like a leaf 
from the Sermon on the Mount torn out and interjected 
into the history of these bloody times. 
Paul says, as though repeating from the Sermon, “ If 
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him to 
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drink : for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon 
his head.” And thus did David. Saul was hungering 
for revenge and he fed him with the bread of forgiveness ; 
he was thirsting for blood and he gave him to drink of 
the fountain of his kindness. And how hot were the coals 
of fire that he thus heaped upon his head, since they in- 
stantly melted his stubborn anger! And Saul lifted up 
his voice and wept and said, “Thou art more righteous 
than I: for thou hast rewarded me goodness when I have 
rewarded thee evil.” “ He whose harp was wont to quiet 
the frenzy of Saul hath now by his words calmed his fury, 
so that now heshed tears instead of blood, and confesses 
his own wrong and David’s integrity.” 

Now that cut in Saul’s garment told a twofold lesson. 
It told of the sharpness of David’s sword, and the ten- 
derness of his compassion. So that cross of Christ, in 
which we read God’s token of grace to a guilty and re- 
bellious world, tells us of God’s severity which might 
have slain us, and of his love that has spared us. Having 
in that cross learned of God’s forgiveness to us, shall we 
not act out the lesson and forgive one another, “ Even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven us’? We shall all 
need forgiveness many times in this world. 

Many times shall we find ourselves in the power of 
those who can injure us. Always shall we be in need of 
the forgiveness of God. May we always be able to say 
without condemning ourselves, “ Forgive us our tres- 
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us.” “ He 
that cannot forgive others,” says Lord Herbert, “ breaks 
down the bridge over which he must pass himself; for 
every man has need to be forgiven.” 


DAVID’S WANDERINGS, 
BY HENRY J. VAN LBNNEP, D.D. 


AVID fled, after his heart-rending interview with 
Jonathan at the stone-heap near Gibeah, and 
entered upon his twelve years’ wanderings, an outlaw 
hunted down by the king and his men of war. Through 
these long years he pined for the privileges of God’s 
house, “as the heart panteth after the water-brooks.” We 
can only mention some of his places of resort and the 
chief of his adventures. He had sought in vain the help 
of the Prophet Samuel; hungry, destitute, and almost 
alone, he now fled to the Lord's sanctuary at Nob,—on 
one of the spurs of the Mount of Olives and but a mile 
northeast of Jerusalem,—whence he took Goliath’s sword 
and was fed with the shew-bread of the Tabernacle (Matt. 
12:4). His visit was the innocent occasion of the mur- 
der of eighty-five priests, as well as the entire population 
of the place, with their cattle, by the hands of the blood- 
thirsty Doeg, in accordance with Saul’s command. 
David then fied from his native land. He descended 
the mountains of Judah into the plain of Philistia, which 
stretches to the sea, and entered the strongly fortified 
city of Gath, now marked by the ruins upon the hill of 
Tell es Safich. At Nob he had not reported the fact that 
Saul was seeking his life: but he now related the whole 
story in Gath, thinking that its people would adopt the 
natural and usual policy of fostering divisions among 
their enemies. He found however that they remembered 
but too well the death of their champion and fellow-citi- 
zen Goliath, and that they burned with desire to avenge 
him. So he played the harmless Junatic among them, 
laughing a silly laugh, performing unmeaning antics, 
and “ letting his spittle fall down upon his beard.” Ori- 
entals do not regard the insane as free agents to any de- 
gree, but believe them possessed by a Jin, which is usu- 
ally a good spirit. They are rarely confined, but may be 
seen wandering about, sometimes in a state of nudity, 
the objects of the veneration of all classes, many of whom 
bring them presents of food. They are not harbored, 
however, on account of the mischief they occasionally 
perpetrate. Achish and his people seem thus to have 
looked upon David, who in the present instance made a 
good use of this device, which is not unfrequently em- 
ployed to this day, as we have had occasion to know. 
But he took the first opportunity to steal out of the city, 
and appears to have returned at once to the hill country 
of Judah, and to have gradually worked his way back to 
the neighborhood of Bethlehem, where he knew every 
mountain path and stone, having roved all his life over 
the rocky desert which extends to the barren heights 
that look down into the depths of the Dead Sea. The 
cave of Khareitun, the ancient Adullam, now became his 
headquarters. Its approaches are difficult of access, and 
the entrance consists of a narrow, low, winding, and long 
passage, with small chambers at the sides, which leads 
to a spacious hall supported by lofty arches. Beyond 
there is a perfect labyrinth which it is believed has never 
been fully explored. 
David long abode in this place and among the rocky 
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cliffs of the neighborhood, making excursions in various 
directions, often visiting his friends at Bethlehem, and 
living on the produce of his former flocks and the flesh 
of wild goats and partridges. The threatenings of the 
jealous Saul, however, soon drove to this retreat not only 
the outlaw’s parents and others of his kindred, but a crowd 
of sturdy, thoucn Gesu u vs besides; these he 
e! bo « oud our hundred strong, who acknowl- 
edged him their legitimate captain. No doubt he would 
now be classed by his enemies among the highway rob- 
bers who have always infested the East. The Arabs of 
the desert have from time immemorial “turned their 
hand against every man,” and still continue to make in- 
roads into their neizhbors’ lauds; and bands of lawless 
cat men prowl on the higiwavs, wherever the 
mountains offer them a safe retreat. But though bent 
upon rapine, they have always adopted a severe dis- 
cipline among themselves. The captain has the power 
of life and death over the band, each of whose regular 
members exercise the same despotic sway over his “ ap- 
prentice.” David doubtless had better elements to deal 
with ; still they must have been hard to restrain from 
violence, and he found it necessary to pass over to the 
east side of the Dead Sea, and ally himself witb the 
king of Moab, to whose care he intrusted his aged parents, 
while he posted himself at the modern castle of Kerak, 
or on Mount Pisgah, whence he daily viewed what was 
to him the land of promise. 

But now the Prophet Gad bade him make it again the 
land of his wanderings and perils, and he crossed the 
Ghor, or deep Jordan Valley, ascended the rocky heights 
at night, and passing by Jerusalem, retreated into the 
woods of Hareth. Saui’s spies were out, and reported 
that David had reappeared; but the latter was already 
fighting the enemies of his country before K zilah, whose 
site and ruins lie eight miles southeast of Beit Jibrin, on 
the lower road to Hebron. He thence moved southeast 
and occupied the desert which lies on the east of the 
latter city—his first future capital—and of Zif, Maon, 
localities farther south which still bear essentially the 
same names. His special resort was the neighborhood 
of the fine spring and stream of Engedi, the modern 
Ain-jiddy, which flows into the asphaltic lake, about 
the middle of its western shore. In approaching this 
place from the west, the path follows the bottom of a 
gorge scarcely fifty feet wide, with perpendicular preci- 
pices on either side several hundred feet in height. In 
the cliffs above are the undisturbed nests of innumerable 
wild pigeons. Further down the gorge contracts and 
becomes impassable; and the path is so narrow that man 
and beast not unfrequently slip and fall into the preci- 
pice below. The solitude is broken only by the distant 
bark of a shepherd dog, or the occasional start of a 
gazelle or jackal, or by a wild goat bounding over the 
rocks. On all sides the country is full of caverns, which 
are often the lurking places of outlaws. 


All this while Saul was sending out his spies, threat- 
ening and severely punishing every one who was sus- 
pected of aiding the object of his hatred, and organizing 
expeditions to hunt him down like a hart or a wild 
goat. It had now become generally known that David 
had been anointed king by Samuel; and Jonathan re- 
j iced, sought him out, and assuring him of his support, 
expressed the hope that he might become one day his 
prime minister. But Saul raged all the more and began 
to hunt for him in person, surrounded by three thousand 
picked and experienced warriors. At one time his plans 
were so well laid that he would have caught him had not 
a panting messenger brought him the news that the 
Piitistines had broken into the country and were car- 
rying off the spoil. 

Oa another occasion, David and his men, hard pressed 
and tracked by their merciless foe, glided unseen into 
the dark recesses of one of the caves about Ain-jiddy, 
which are used by the shepherds for the folding of their 
flocks during the winter, and whose entrance is closed 
by a wall of loose stones and a rude wicket door. The 
king was close by; and not suspecting the nearness of 
his game, he left his men outside the entrance and with- 
drew alone to the interior for a little while. His face 
was turned toward the light, so that, had he looked 
around, his dazzled eyes could not have distinguished 
the softly moving form of persecuted David, who thus 
had him at his mercy and could have slain him at a 
single blow. He crept up behind him, “ cut off with his 
sword the skirt of his robe,” and as softly withdrew. He 
then waited until Saul had left the cave, joined his men 
and crossed over a deep ravine, which placed him beyond 
his power but within hearing of his voice; he then 
called after Saul and showed him his trophy. The king 
knew the voice, and was startled by his narrow escape ; 
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he departed at once for his home, declaring that David 
would certainly become king in his stead. 

But it was not long before he was again after him, 
thirsting for his blood ; and David could obtain a respite 
from his trials only by securing the protection of his 
country’s bitterest foe, Achish, king of the Philistines, 
and by forsaking the land of which he was the divinely 
appointed ruler, until the death of Saul, which occurred 
about two years later; and thus he returned home at 
last, the well-tried friend of his people, and the expe- 
rienced captain of men hardened to every privation. 

Ingham University. 


FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 


—_——>—_—_—_— 
THE EPHRATA SABBATH-SCHOOL OF 
1740-1777: 
[Rev. Edwin W. Rice, in The Sunday-school World.) 
MONG the earliest Sabbath-schools of this country, 
that at Ephrata, Pa., has long held a prominent 
place. The late Mr. Pardee, in his Sabbath school Index, 
mentions it as “the first Sabbath-school of which we 
have any authentic, definite, and detailed account, extend- 
ing over a period of a quarter of a century.” This state- 
ment might lead some to suppose that there is quite a full 
history of the school now to be found. But it is not cer- 
tainly known in what year the school was organized, 
precisely how it was conducted, nor whether it continued 
uninterruptedly from its organization to its final discon- 
tinuance, after the battle of Brandywine, when the build- 
ing in which it was held was given up for an army 
hospital. 

Some account of the school, however, may be of 
interest. 

The Sabbath-school was first proposed and commenced 
by Ludwig Hacker | He *ker|, or “‘ Brother Obed,” as he 
was familiarly called. He was the teacher of a secular 
school established at Ephrata, under the direction of the 
German Seventh Day Baptists, a denomination which 
separated from the Dunkers, or German Baptists, in 
1728 under Conrad Beissel, who adopted the observance 
of the seventh, instead of the first day of the week, as 
the Christian Sabbath. 

Beissel and many of his associates were men of educa- 
tion, and they established, at a very early period, a 
secular school, which soon gained such an honorable 
reputation, that many young men from Philadelphia and 
Baltimore were sent there to he educated. Ludwig 
Hacker came to Ephrata, in 1739, as a teacher of this 
school. 

Some time after his arrival, probably in 1740, he pro- 
jected and commenced a school in the afternoons of their 
Sabbaths, “to give instruction to the indigent children, 
who were kept from regular school, by employments 
which their necessities obliged them to be engaged at 
during the week, as well as to give religious instruction 
to those of better circumstances.” 

Of the success of this school, Dr. Fahnestock, writing 
in 1835, says: “It flourished for many years, and was 
attended with some remarkable circumstances. It pro- 
duced an anxious inquiry among the juvenile population 
who attended the school, which increased and grew into 
what is now termed a revival of religion. The scholars 
of the Sabbath-school met together every day, before 
and after common school hours, to pray and exhort one 
another, under the superintendence of one of the breth- 
ren. The excitement ran into excess, and betraved a 
zeal not according to knowledge, which induced Fried- 
sam |Beissel| to discourage an enterprise which had 
been commenced, and was partly uader way, viz, to 
erect a house for its especial use, to be called Succoth.” 
The building was, however, completed some time after 
the year 1749. It was located upon the brow of the hill, 
some distance from, and overlooking the chapel and the 
other buildings of the society. It is believed to have 
been built in the same general style, and of materials 
similar to the “ Sisters’ House,” the small ‘ Chapel,” and 
the “ Brothers’ House,” which are still standing, and are 
still occupied by a few of the surviving members of this 
religious colony. 

The buildings are singular, and of very peculiar archi- 
tecture, the outside of the walls having been covered 
with shingles or clapboards. It must remembered 
that Beissel and his religious followers adopted a con- 
ventical mode of life in 1732, and also the dress of the 
White Friars, giving monastic names to their members, 
as Friedsam to Beissel. They commended celibacy, and 
the holding of property in common, but did not make 
either compulsory; they did not approve of paying min- 
isters any salary, and their order of worship was very 
simple. The society at Ephrata owned a farm, ahd were 
offered five thousand acres of land by William Penn, but 
declined the gift, fearing that the possession of so much 
property by them might create a worldly spirit. 

Each of the main buildings was divided into small 
rooms, where the several companies pursued their avo- 
cations. These rooms were surrounded by smaller ones, 
barely large enough to admit a cot (in early days a bench 
and billet of re for the head), hour-glass, and chair ; 
all the walls being ornamented with texts of Scripture 
and w.t2 hymns, executed on large sheets of paper, in a 
very beautiful style. The “Brothers” occupied the 
largest building, and the “Sisters” the smaller, to which 
a“chapel’ is still attached. When these buildings 
were needed for hospitals, the one on the hiil, where the 
Sabbath-school was held, was also given up for this pur- 

and the school was never afterward resumed, That 
building has long since been taken down, 
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, About ten years ago the Riv. C Reimensnyder, 4 mis- 
sionary of the American Sunday-school Union, visited 
oo and found neither a church nor a Sunday- 
school in the place. After considerable effort he suc- 
ceeded in organizing a good Sunday-school there, in the 
large room of a hotel, for want of a more commodious 
place. This school awakened so much interest among 
the people, that they cheerfully built a fine house of 
worship, for its accommodation and to be occupied as @ 
church by a denomination which had been led to provide 
preaching for the place. 

From a careful examination of the existing records 
and his’. cal accounts of this early school, and a per- 
sone! incr iry respecting the traditions and recollections 
of the »icvivors of the society, and of the oldest persons 
now living at Ephrata, I am convinced that too great 
prominence has hitherto been given to the school of 
Hacker. It was held on Saturday, and at first was 
scarcely more than a session of their secular parish 
school, held upon ‘heir Sabbath, for the instruction of 
the r, who could not attend on other days. After- 
ward, when the children of other classes came in, it 
probably assumed more of a religious character. It, how- 
ever, appears then to have b3en conducted more like a 
catechetical class than like modern Sunday-schools. 
The latter have not been generally approved by the Dun- 
kers, nor by those connected with this colony of Beissel. 
That the school, however, accomplished much good, 
during its thirty years’ existence, is quite evident, and a 
record of it is, therefore, in place now, as well on this 
account, as because of the prominence it has hitherto 
received. 


“BETTER THAN SILVER AND GOLD.” 


[George J. Proctor, in the London Sunday-school Teacher.) 


T the present day how many of our best, most 
patient workers have to say, “Silver and gold have 
I none!” but their service is better than fine gold, more 
precious than mines of silver. The gift they present is 
not the same that Peter gave to the poor helpless one 
at the gate of the temple; but even Puter’s gift was 
better than money, their service is beyond all price. 
The best things are not to be had for money, and hence 
it follows that God’s poor, straitened in circumstances, 
have been, and may be, among the most useful in his 
church. Peter knew by the instinct of faith that he 
could give that poor sufferer, who for forty years had 
borne his helplessness, beggary, and pain, something 
far more precious than mere money. Hence there was 
no regret, no discontent, couched in his words, ‘ Silver 
and gold have I none,” since the “such as I have” was 
so much better. What words were these—‘ Look on 
us!” What a dawning of some brighter hope than the 
man had ever dared to cherish did they inclose! 

Ofttimes straitness of means leads to fertility in inven- 
tion. Many a man who has had the love of God 
kindled within him has been far more truly a follower 
of the Saviour by reason of the very poverty which seems 
to narrow his means and opportunities of service. God 
has given him a will to help others; he has stamped the 
image of his own thoughtful love upon his heart; oh, 
how he longs to do good! But God has not given him 
money, his hard earned pittance being barely enough at 
times to keep the wolf from his own poor dwelling. 
And yet just such people as this have been and are the 
world’s truest consolers, Their very poverty makes 
them keen to appreciate the value of loving sympathy ; 
makes them also—and it is God’s ordinance about the 
matter—very fertile in invention; makes them prize 
more carefully and use more earnestly the other 
gifts they have; and thus they become instrumental in 
conferring a far more blessed boon, a far more precious 
treasure than money could possibly buy. If God had 
made them richer in worldly goods—given them more 
silver and gold,—these other helpful resources would 
never have been brought into use, 

Does any one ask, ‘What have 1?” We answer, some 
talent or talents—one, five, ten, as the case may be. 
The best things are not money’s worth, remember. 
Loving helpfulness, directed by piety, consecrated by 
submission to Christ,—this is the law written upon,all 
created intelligences; written upon them, not simply 
read out to them; they were made to be mutually help- 
ful, and fail to fulfill their mission when they fail in this, 
It may not be ours to do a work of healing, but we can 
speak words of healing; we may not have the spirit of 
power that shall cast out demons, but we have the 
Spirit of truth that shali destroy the works and the 
control of the evil one. You, dear reader, anticipate 
the conclusion to which we would lead you. Here, 
more precious than all gold, is the truth in Jesus, for us 
to scatter broadcast, whether by books or by words,— 
healing truth, truth to call forth love to the Saviour, and 
to satisfy the yearnings of the soul. We can exemplify 
and teach this trath. The inspiration to do this comes 
from God, and it is priceless. Never complain that you 
have few gifts and slender opportunities if you have this 
sacred inspiration. Thank God for it; and if the 
inspiration directs you to exercise your special ministry 
among the young, all the more thank him for it, for 
what saving from misery and sin, what social order, 
what sweet recompense that work represents! To our 
mind the Sunday-school work furnishes the aptest 
illustrations of that truth which impressed us as we 
commenced this paper. Our most efficient teachers have 
owed much to the fertility of invention which genuine 
sympathy, accompanied with but slender means, have 
awakened. We may thank God that when they thought 
they had so little to give to him, they were prompted by 
His Spirit to do so much better than they might have 
done if they had possessed more. Their toil, their 
Christian willinghood, has proved “ better than silver 
and gold,’ 
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Norice.—SusscRIRERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUFD WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWALS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATE, 


DAVID THE KING,” an admirable work for Sunday- 
school teachers, by the Rev. Charles E, Knox, is just 
issued by A. D. I’. Randolph & Co, 


For Chloe Lankton we have received $3 50 from two 
classes in Sabbath-school No. 59. New York City, and 
$2.50 in gold, from a teacher in the Methodist Episcopal 
Sunday-school in San Jose, California. 


Dr. VAN LENNEP called attention—just too late to 
secure its correction—to an inaccuracy in his last week’s 
article on David and Jonathan, where he stated that 
“this was the /as/ meeting of the two friends,” when he 
should have said “ the last meeting but one.” 


Ir will make many hearts glad to know that the 
health of the Rev. Dr. Vincent is again restored, and 
that he is once more in full activity of work. Intelli- 
gence of the death of the Rev. Henry Varley, brings 
sadness to many who had learned to esteem this brother 
very highly in love for his work’s sake. 


In Wisconsin, a series of “ Union Gospel Meetings,” 
similar to those held in Iowa, Illinois, Vermont, and 
Massachusetts, for now several winters, is in progress 
under the lead of K. A. Burnell, the well known lay 
evangelist. The plan embraces the state, with meetings 
for three days in each place. Much interest is mani- 
fested in the meetings thus far. 


WE are confident that the sensible and practical sug- 
gestions of Mr. Sankey as to the place and methods of 
sacred song in the several departments of Christian wor- 
ship and work will commend themselves to very many. 
Mr. Sankey’s experience justifies him in speaking with 
positiveness on the theme in question, and his sugges- 
tions are eminently worthy of attention. 


THE Bible is studied a great deal more than formerly ; 
uninspired formulas of theology are studied a great deal 
less, This is a grief to some good men, and a joy to 
others. “ Who of our laymen now store their libraries 
with the standards of theological science?” asks Dr. 
Austin Poelps, in The Congregationatist. “Who outside 
of the clergy, reads now the works of P. esident Ed wards?” 
It cannot be denied that believers now generally go di- 
rectly to the cow for the milk fur which formerly they 
procured from the milkman. 


A GENTLEMAN of this city gives a touching incident 
in illustration of the truth declared so plainly in recent 
issues of THE SuNpDAY ScHoo. Times by Drs. Crosby 
and Dickey, and Mr. Moody, as to the simplicity of 
Christian faith manifested by very young children. Only 
a few days ago a little child lay dying of diphtheria. 
His mother was dead. Nothing had been said to the child 
on the subject of religion during his illness, But he 
had learned of the Saviour, and he trusted him with a 
child’s blessed faith. “‘ Papa,” he said, cheerfully, “ to- 
day I shall be with Jesus and mamma.’’ Then he drew 
himself up on his knees in the bed, folded his hands, and 
prayed most sweetly, After this he asked to have his 
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brothers and sist-rs brought to his bedside. As they 
gathered about him he bade them good-by, one by one, 
telling them each what he had told his father. His pet 
pussy cat jumped on to his bed just then. Patting its 
neck he said, “ Good-by, pussy. I’m going to heaven 
to-day.” It was but a little while before the dear boy 
was with Jesus and his mamma. “Verily I say unto 
you, except ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 


PAMPHLFT reports are published of the First State 
Sunday: school Convention of Virginia, and the Twelfth 
Provincial Sabbath-school Convention of Canada, both 
held in the month of October. Sketches of each of these 
gatherings were given, at the time, in our columns, in- 
cluding a number of the addresses at the Virginia con- 
vention. Their published reports have a permanent 
value. Copies of the Canadian report can be obtained 
for twenty cents each, on application to the Rev. W. 
Millard, Post-office Box 1077, Toronto, Ontario, and of 
the report for Virginia from Charles P. Rady, of 
Richmond. 


A SERIES of illustrated lectures on Bible lands and 
Oriental manners and customs is advertised by the Rev. 
J.8. Ostrander, of Harlem, N. Y. Mr. Ostrander is a 
well-known Sunday-school worker. He was for a time 
general agent of the Methodist Sunday School Union. 
He has a large supply of models of Oriental buildings 
and furniture, also of costumes, maps, and photo-chromo 
views of Bible lands. His lectures at Chautauqua and 
Sea Cliff interested not a few, and his services would 
doubtless be helpful to Sunday-school interests in con- 
nection with institutes and normal-classes in many 
communities. 


It is a wonderful record which is made of the meetings 
led by Messrs. Moody and Sankey in this city up to the 
present week. Including the young men’s and young 
women’s meetings, there have been in all about 250 
different services of the series, with an aggregate attend- 
ance at them of perhaps 900,000 persons. It is thought 
by the committee in charge that at least 300,000 different 
persons have in all been at these meetings. To the last 
the interest in the services has deepened, and the attend- 
ance at them has increased. The meetings of last Sun- 
day, at the begining of the rinth and closing week, were 
as crowded as any from the first of the series. Very 
many Christians have been quickened to new activity 
in the work of the Lord, and very many sinners 
have been led to yield themselves to a waiting 
Saviour, through God’s blessing on these services. 
The good results of the meetings are not to end 
with the removal of the evangelists from Phila- 
delphia, There is a new Christian life in this 
city, manifested in a spirit of union, and in zeal and 
heartiness in all religious endeavors beyond anything 
hitherto known here. Unmistakable evidence of this is 
given in the varied exercises of the closing week of these 
evangelistic meetings. The brightest anticipations of 
friends of this work at its beginning are already more 
than realized in Philadelphia, 


Tue brief tour of visitation of prominent Southern 
cities last winter, conducted by Messrs. Cree and Hall, 
under the auspices of the International Committee of 
the Young Men’s Christian Associations, was so fruitful 
in results, that in answer to many earnest requests from 
Christians at the South, and according to the instruc- 
tions of the Richmond convention, the committee have 
arranged for a similar but more extended tour this year. 
It will be conducted by Mr. George A. Hall, at present 
general secretary of the Brooklyn association, assisted 
by other Christian laymen, and will begin at Charlotte, 
N. C., Jan. 25, and continue, from place to place, until 
the middle of April. Among the cities to be visited are 
Columbia, 8 C., Jan. 28-30; Charleston, 8. 0., Feb. 2-6; 
Savannah, Ga., Feb. 8-9; Jacksonville, Fla., Feb. 10-17; 
Knoxville, Tenn., Feb. 22-24; Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 
25-28; Louisville, Ky., March 1-6; New Orleans, La., 
March 10-19; Galveston and Houston, Tex., March 
22-23; Little Rock, Ark., and St. Louis, Mo. From two 
days to a week will be spent in each city, and at several 
points state conventions of Christian workers will be held. 
The purpose of these meetings is to promote increased 
activity among Christians in individual and organized 
work, especially for young men. To effect this, Christians 
are brought together in conference; practical questions 
about Christian work are discussed ; praise, promise, and 
prayer-meetings are held, and Bible-readings are given. 
The unconverted are cordially invited to attend the 
services. Last year, not only were the main objects of 








the tour largely attained, but about 800 additions were 
made to the churches along the route of travel. With 
the benefit of last year’s experience, and the hearty 
co-operation of pastors and laymen in the different cities,, 
there is reason for believing that this tour will be even: 
more fruitful than the first. 


THOSE GOLDEN TEXTS. 


r the original plan of work for the Intermational 
Lesson Committee, there was no thought of anything 
more than a simple designation of passages of Scripture 
for common study. Indeed the idea of any note or com- 
ment by that Committee on the lessons selected was dis- 
tinctly disavowed at the time of its appointment. Nor 
can it be supposed that its members have intended to 
overstep in the least the bounds originally fixed for their 
action. Their purity and simplicity of purpose are not to 
be called in’question. Yet it may be fair to raise the in- 
quiry: Has notthe International Lesson Committee unwit- 
tingly transcended its rightful powers in designating 
what are known as “golden texts,” or motto texts,, 
from outside the text of the selected lessons? 

It is undeniably true that positive comments may be 
expressed in the very words of Scripture, and that de- 
finite views of interpretation may be indicated by a 
reference from one Bible text to another. For example: 
The Jews and the Unitarians have long taken exception 
to some of the common references from the Old Testa- 
ment to the New, in indication of the meaning of 
Messianic prophecies and allusions, as tending to force 
an interpretation which in their opinion is unwarranted 
by the original text. Even though members of the 
Lesson Committee were agreed on such a point as this, 
they were not appointed to declare their agreement, nor 
to express, as a committee, their preferences on mooted 
questions of doctrine. Suppose, for instance, that in the 
lesson, “The Baptism of Jesus,” the Lesson Committee 
had chosen as a golden text Romans 6:4. “ Therefore, 
we are buried with him by baptism into death.” Would 
it not look as if a Baptist turn was given to that 
lesson by the.Committee? Or, if Ezekiel 36 : 25 had been 
taken: “Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you,’” 
would not the Baptists have reason for sayipg that the 
quotation had a denominational aspect? If, again, with 
the lesson, “The Covenant with Abram,” there had 
been named as a golden text Romans 9: 11: “That the 
purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works, but of him that calleth,” would the Methodists 
have called it fair? Or would a choice of Acts 10: 34: 
“Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons,” have pleased high Calvinists in connection 
with that lesson? 

While there is little danger of such a marked denomi- 
national bias, as is illustrated in these supposed ex- 
amples, being indicated in the selection of golden texts 
by the International Lesson Committee, as it is now 
constituted, there is good ground for believing that 
through the golden texts actually chosen there has 
been given to the teachings of more than one lesson 
a direction which would not be approved by all who use 
these lessons. A marked example of this is found in the 
sixth lesson of the series for the current quarter, “‘ David! 
Sparing Saul,” 1 Samuel 24: 1-16. It is clearly shown 
in this lesson that Did recognized Saul as his rightful 
sovereign, as the divinely chosen king of Israel, and re- 
frained accordingly from doing him injury. ‘ The Lord 
forbid,” he said, “that I should do this thing unto my 
master ; seeing he is the anointed of the Lord.” If there 
is one truth above another, emphasized in the incidents 
and statements of that lesson, it would seem to us to be, 
that God’s representatives are to be honored and revered 
assuch. A fitting golden text for this lesson would, in 
our opinion, be “ Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God,” or, “ Render, there- 
fore, to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor towhom 
honor ;” or, “‘ Put them in mind to be subject to princi- 
palities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to 
every good work.” But, strangely enough, the golden 
text selected by the International Lesson Committee for 
this lesson is ‘“‘ Recompense to no man evil for evil.” 

By this selection the tenor of the lesson is made to 
appear in the direction of Jove rather than of reverence. 
It seems as if the Committee disagreed with David as to 
the reasons for his action, and thought that he was 
influenced by a spirit of troad charity, to a generous 
and magnanimous course toward an enemy. In conse- 


quence of the misdirection thus given by the goldea 
text, this lesson has been taken up in most of the lesson- 
leaves and question-books as if it taught no duty of 
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reverence and honor for Gud’s representatives, Its main 
drift is obscured through the barrier unintentionally 
raised by the Lesson Committee. Because an intimation 
was seemingly made, by men whose opinions had 
special weight, that the Bible passage named for 
this lesson had for its main teaching the duty of re- 
fraining from requiting evil for evil, the great mass 
of scholars in all the Sunday-schools of America are 
turned away from a consideration of the emphasized 
duty of reverence and honor toward those who are over 
them by God’s will. A lesson of pre-eminent importance 
to the children and youth of America is actually lost 
sight of through the imperfect official comment on a 
passage of Scripture by the International Lesson Com- 
mittee. 

Let it be clearly understood that in making these 
criticisms on the action of this Committee there is no 
thought of calling in question the motives of any of its 


members. The selection of golden texts was not 
in their original plan. It was attempted in re- 
sponse to a popular call for it. At least one 


prominent member of the Committee urged that 
there be no text selected outside of the Scripture 
passage named for a lesson; but that if a golden 
text was suggested at all it be one of the verses 
of the lesson. The experiment of naming outside texts 
was however, ventured upon, and our criticism is that, 
whatever have been found its advantages, it has in more 
than one instance hindered the fullest and freest study 
of the lesson, and misdirected the attention of those 
engaged in that study. It could not be expected that 
the Lesson Committee as a whole, or that any sub-com- 
mittee could in the time available for preliminary 
examination pass with unerring accuracy on the teach- 
ings of each and every lesson of a year, and present 
those teachings in the best chosen parallel text; hence 
it is not well for this body to attempt such a task. 

The indicating by the Lesson Committee of a particu- 
lar verse in each lesson to be memorized by all, might 
be unobjectionable. The selection by that C mmittee of 
an outside text as suggestive of the teachings of the 
lesson is decidedly objectionable, It has proved so on a 
fair trial. It would not be right to longer allow the 
chosen golden texts to pass unchallenged as fair in their 
applications. Notes and comments are out of the 
province of the International Lesson Committee in its 
official action. Any appearance of thus limiting or di- 
recting the applications of the text in its teachings 
should be religiously avoided. 


HOW TO GET BOOKS FOR THE LIBRARY. 


GAIN we are asked for counsel as to the best method 
of securing good books for the Sunday-school 
library. A correspondent writes that Professor Hart’s 
recent article in THz SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs has quick- 
ened him to a sense of the importance of this subject; 
but he does not know how to obtain such books as alone 
ought to be read by the scholars in his Sunday-school. 
Moreover, he is sure that many others are in doubt on 
the same point. 

To secure a choice Sunday-school library is not an 
easy matter. It cannot be done in an hour, even with 
the most liberal outlay of money. Nor is it to be 
accomplished by sending an order to the fairest and 
best informed bookseller in the world for a specified 
number of “ good Sunday-school books.” No individual, 
no committee can pass upon books conclusively, as 
suited alike to every Sunday-school. He who would 
supply a Sunday-school with books should first know 
what he wants. Does he want only books of fiction? 
If not, what proportion would he like of books of fact— 
biography, missionary adventure, history, travel? To 
what style of fiction does he object? Would he have 
only books suited to Sunday reading? If not, what 
range would he allow as to subjects and their treatment? 
What are the ages of the scholars for whom the books 
are needed? Of what grade of intelligence are they, 
generally? Do they have much reading matter at 
home, or do they depend largely for it upon the Sunday- 
school library? What books are already on the library 
shelves? How recently was the last considerable supply 
of books secured? Such questions as these are to be 
asked and answered before it can be known what books 
are “good” in the estimation of that buyer, and for his 
Sunday-school. 

When a man knows just what kind of books he wants 
he is prepared to apply for them to the more intelligent 
and trustworthy dealers in the principal centres of trade. 
The books which he desires are to be had. There is no 
lack in the market of any sort of book which is likely 
to be called for by a Sunday-school worker for his school 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 














library. Hecan ask the dealer to send to him only 
books within the limits specified by him. He can fur- 
ther designate the publishing houses whose books, within 
the limits named, he prefers. Ordinarily a dealer will 
send to him a lot of books for examination with the 
privilege of returning those which he disallows. In any 
event his work is well toward completion when he has 
decided just what sort of books he wants, and is no 
longer in pursuit of what he calls “ good Sunday-school 
books,” when he has himself no well defined idea of 
what he means by the phrase. 

It is a wise plan for those who are to purchase books 
for the Sunday-school to note the descriptions of books 
in this department as they make their appearance, and 
to read the comments on them in those religious and 
secular periodicals which he esteems most highly, that 
he may be aided thereby to a correct judgment as to the 
contents and character of newly issued books. He ought 
also to see to it that a fair variety of older books, which 
have stood the test of time, are always in his school 
library. In short, the way for a man to secure a good 
library is to know what sort of books he wants, and then 
get them. 


BRIEFLY. 


—Probably half a million more persons are studying the 
International lessons this year than a year ago. 

—Lord Bacon said: “ Let no one, upon an ill-applied 
moderation, think or maintain that a man can search too far, 
or be too well versed, in the Book of God’s Word.” 

— “<The hand-book for seasons of revival is God’s own 
Word,” says Dr. Cuyler. “It is better for you to know what 
God says than what man says,” is Mr. Moody’s suggestion to 
inquirers. 

—If you want your scholars to memorize Scripture pas- 
sages, feel your responsibility for having them faithful in 
this line. Children can be brought to do almost anything 
that a good teacher wishes. 

—Stiff cloth covers for preserving the ScHoLars’ 
QUARTERLY are offered by Eben Shute, 36 Bromfield Street, 
Boston, at twenty cents singly, or fifteen dollars a hundred. 
They are neat, convenient, and durable. 

—‘ There are these three,” said Dr. Plumer, at one of the 
Moody meetings, “ faith, hope, charity, but the greatest of 
these is charity, for charity endureth forever. There are 
these three, prayer, the sacraments, praise, but the greatest 
of these is praise, for praise endureth forever.” 

—Never depend on the inspiration of the moment in 
teaching a lesson. If preparation on your part is unneces- 
sary, so is your presence as a teacher. God can inspire the 
scholars directly without your intervention, if inspiration is 
all that is wanted. If God wants you at all, it is with your 
best and most thorough preparation. 

—The Louisville Courier-Journal thinks that if the Cen- 
tennial Exhibition is closed on every sacred day it will never 
be open; for each day is held sacred by some religionists. 
But there need be no fearon this point. The first day of 
the week is by our laws made a rest day in this country, and 
those who come here from abroad will have to content them- 
selves with that day for an intermission to the exhibition; 
although if the Louisville editor wants to count all the days 
sacred there is no law against that. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


OME of out city schools use the following method of 
recording the attendance. Each officer, teacher, and 
scholar is supplied with a quarterly attendance card, 
Upon its face is printed a certificate of his membership, 
or an arrangement of blanks for library uses. Along its 
edge is printed a series of numbers corresponding with 
the Sundays of the current quarter. As each person 
enters the schoolroom some one at the door duly ap- 
pointed punches the proper number on the card, the 
owner retaining it. At the end of the quarter the cards 
are all returned, and the registered absences and gt- 
tendances are recorded permanently in a_ book. 
Messrs. J. B. Frost & Co., of Chicago, have published a 
card well adapted to this mode of recording. The date 
of each Sunday, the title and place of its lesson, and its 
golden text, are printed upon one side, each in line with 
its corresponding number for punching. Thus an index 
of the lessons is secured, as well as of attendance. The 
opposite side of the card is printed in two forms, one for 
use as @ library card, the other to be filled in at the 
quarter’s close as a certificate of attendance. This way 
of working has advantages, to which workers in the 
larger schools may well give attention. 


To secure accurate class records is very desirable, 
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Where excellence is rewarded by prizes, or by mention 
upon a roll of honor, system and accuracy are essential. 
The Olivet Chapel Sunday-school, of New York City, 
has reduced this matter to excellent form. They print a 
record sheet which covers three months, giving blanks 
for the name, age, address, and marking, for every Sunday 
of the quarter, for each teacher and his pupils. Upon the 
reverse side of this sheet directions for its use are given 
so explicitly that none can misunderstand. Ifa scholar 
be present, no attendance mark is made; if absent, the 
letter “‘ A” fills the blank space for the day. If he be 
perfectly prepared upon his lesson, a full round dot on 
the upper left-hand corner of the space indicates the fact ; 
if unprepared no mark. For good deportment, there 
is no mark; for bad deportment, a heavy line is 
drawn diagonally from the upper right-hand corner of 
the proper space to the lower left-hand corner, The 
amount contributed is marked iu the lower right-hand 
corner, a blank there indicating that no contribution was 
made, What is understood by a perfect recitation and 
by good deportment is clearly defined in the directions. 
Aspirants for the honor roll, and for the honor roll 
reward which is given at Christmas time, must for the 
year be present each Sunday, must not receive a bad 
mark, and must have at least forty-seven perfect reci- 
tations. The question of contributions does not enter 
into this competition. The hope of the managers of 
the Olivet Chapel School, that by this means they will be 
able to make their ‘ class records as perfect, and yet as 
simple as possible,” is in a fair way to be realized. 


Judicious correspondence with one’s pupils is often very 
helpful. Personal letters are sometimes needed, and at 
other times a class letter is demanded, of which each 
pupil shall receive his own copy. We give below a spe- 
cimen, which was prepared by a worker in Ohio and 
sent at the opening oi this year. Some of its hints are 
useful for any season, and its general form may suggest 
similar work for other hands at other times. 


DEAR ScHoLAR:—I want to say a few words to you 
about our class and the lessons for this new year. I 
wish you to feel that the study of the Bible is one of the 
most—I might say the most—important part of your edu- 
cation. It is the most valuable book not only for what 
it contains, but also because of the mental discipline to 
be gained by its study. To be much benefited by it we 
must study it. It is rich on its surface, but it is richer 
if we dig deep for its treasures. I feel that if I could 
induce you to study it for yourselves I would have done 
you more good than I ever can by studying it for you. 
Bible study has done me more good than any other. But 
it seems as if I had just commenced, there is so much 
more to learn. The Bible never wears out. If you com- 
mence now to study it faithfully every day, you will have 
enough to do as long as you live. So you have no time 
to spare. 

Our lessons for the next quarter are in the Old Testa- 
ment. The history is very interesting but it will require 
careful reading and study to get the benefit from it that 
we ought. 


To commit anything to memory is, perhaps, good, but 
there is enough that is valuable in itself to memorize. 
Therefore I shall only ask you to commit such verses as 
are specially worth remembering, and as will be valuable 
to have with you through life. Our “golden texts” are 
almost all of them golden texts indeed. We cannot learn 
too many of them. 

Please remember the following things, and do them if 
they seem good to you, namely: Read the whole of the 
book containing our lessons for this quarter. Read every 
lesson and its context. Read the daily readings. Study 
the lessons with a reference Bible and such other helps 
as you may have. Study in this order: First, the Bible 
thoroughly ; then the ScHOLARS’ QUARTERLY and other 
helps. In other words, first dig as much gold as you can 
alone and enj>y finding it; then ask others to help you. 
Commit the golden text and the verses you find specially 
marked. Answer the questions on the lessons, Ask God 
to help you in all your study, and to bring you to the 
Saviour. Be regular and punctual in your attendance. 
Bring your Bibles every Sunday. Do what you can to 
make our class a model in good deportment and scholar- 
ship. Bring others into the Sunday-echool. Give what 
you are able for the support of the school and the help 
of others, Keep in mind always that the great object of 
God in giving us the Sabbath, the Bible, the Saviour, 
and all other gifts is to lead us to love and obey him, and 
so to be happy. 

If you will remember these things and do them you 
will be blest and your teacher will thus receive a suf- 
ficient reward, 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—includiug early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received. } 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


Missouri, State, at Kansas CILy cecceccccccccccecereeeeseeeeeesenes May 16-18, 1876. 
New York, State, at Uticar..........cccccscosccssscvcsccssrscesccssecseeed Une 6-8, 1876. 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont...........++ sveseebssecoossonvesevsvece June 6-8, 1876. 
Indiana, State, at FOrt WAYNE......cccccecsseeeecereeseeereeeeeees June 6-8, 1876. 
Ohlo, State, At DAYtON...cccscvsecrsrscssccrsccscceseoscecccncsoceeesoccens June 7, 8, 1876. 
Towa, State, at Council Bluffit........ .c.cccceeeeeeeeeeceeeees «June 13-15, 1876, 
Kentucky, State, at Frank f0rt........ccccccsssesccccecececseeeeee J UNE 20-23, 1876, 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 p.m., led during January 
by Marvin R, Vincent, D.D., of New York. 

New York Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 3 p.M., taught by Mrs. 8. W. Clark. 

New York Baptist Sunday-school Teachers’ Association, at Calvary 
Baptist Church, Twenty-third Street, second Thursday evening of 
each month, except July and Angust. 


New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sunday- 
school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., led by the Rev. R. Heber Newton. 

New York Sunday-school Teachers’ Association (Union), at Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Monday evening of each 
month. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place Meth. 


Epis. Church, every Thursday evening, led by J. T. Duryea, D.D. 
Brooklyn, N. Y,, Sunday-school Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 


cept July and August, 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Union-meeting for the exposition, by eminent teach- 
ers, of the International lessons, in the hall of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, every Saturday at 4 P.M. 


Philadelphia, Bible Institute (Prot. Epis.), Lectures to February 1, 
1876, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 4 o'clock, P.mM., at St. Luke’s 
Church ; Wednesdays and Fridays, at 744 p.m., at Church of the Ad- 
vent; Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 744 P.M., at St. Matthew's Church. 

Philadelphia, Union meeting for teachers and superintendents, every 
Saturday, for the exposition of the International lessons, at o4 
North Fourth Street, Jan, 22, by Lyman Whiting, D.D. 


St. Louis, Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the Interna- 
tional lessons every Saturday in Dr. Post's Church, corner Tenth 
and Locust Streets. Led by the Rey. Dr. 8. J. Niccolls. 


Dubuque, lowa, Teachers’ Institutes in the parlor of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, January 28; February 11, 25; March 10, 24; 
April 7, 21. 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, Led by the Rey. Principal Cayen, of Knox 
College. 

Birmingham, Iowa, Teachers’ Institute, February 22, 28. Rey. J. B. 
Atchinson, conductor, 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHVOOL ASSO- 
CIATION. 


JANUARY MEETING. 


HE January meeting of the Foreign Sunday-school 
Association was held in Brooklyn, on Thursday, 
January 6 This first meeting of the new year was 
largely attended, both by the members of the association 
and by numerous visitors. The news received from 
Catholic countries was sad. 


MEXICO, 


Mr. John Eiwards writes from Giradalajara that it 
has, so far, been impossible to organize a Sunday-school 
there. To understand the degradation of the Mexican 
people it is necessary to live among them. The Romish 
Church has for centuries so tramp!ed them under foot 
that intellectually they are almost on a level with beasts ; 
while the few who are better educated are generally 
atheistic. Earnest prayers and sympathy are requested 
for the Lord’s work in Western Mexico, as they are more 
needed even than money. 


SPAIN, 


Senor A. Le Empeytaz says, concerning the Sunday- 
school under his care at Barcelona, that the attendance 
and religious interest are greatly increasing; the chil- 
dren themselves are holding meetings for prayer. He 
has found, by reading THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMEs, how 
much blackboards are being used in American Sunday- 
schools, and has introduced blackboard lessons into his 
own school, to the great delight of the scholars, to whom 
it was a great novelty. 

A letter from Mr. Stewart, at Lisbon, states that within 
that city little diffisulty is experienced in carrying on 
the work, as all religions are equally protected by the 
authorities. But in the country Roman Catholic oppo- 
sition to Sunday-school work is intense, and recently 
culminated in the arrest of all the teachers in two of the 
village schools located not far from Lisbon. Applica- 
tion, however, to the proper authorities procured a re- 
lease, as the arrest was proved to be illegal. 

Pastor Fliedner writes, concerning L’ Amigo: “Our 
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work is one of patience. It is to instruct the rising gen- 
eration, The subscriptions for this paper increase slowly. 
It is, of course, necessary to give it away to a large ex- 
tent until the children are sufficiently interested to sub- 
scribe for it,” 

ITALY. 


Mr. Prochet writes that they “have heard of the great 
religious awakening in Brooklyn under Mr. Moody, and 
long that God’s Spirit may soon blow strongly over our 
poor deserted land.” 

Mr. G. B. De Sanctis writes from Salerno that the perse- 
cution of the Protestants in that city reminds him of 
the persecution of Christians in the daysof Paul. “‘ The 
priests resort to any means to get children away from 
the schools.” He has a free class for young men during 
the week, in which he teaches geometry, French, and 
other branches. The priests objected to this, but could 
not prevent it. They spread the report that he had died 
of sudden apoplexy, in punishment for his sins. This 
did not prevent, however, the attendance of scholars, as 
they soon found out the falsehood. Then an earthquake 
occurred, and the priests persuaded their flocks that it 
was in consequence of the sins of the Protestants and 
that it was the duty of Catholics to destroy them, which 
the ignorant and enraged people would have done had 
they not been prevented by the magistrates. Mr. De 
Sanctis adds: “The Church of Rome has human power 
but we have ‘ Divine’; pray for us and our schools.” 

From Angioli Bagnoli, at Florence, comes the report 
that his church and Sunday-school are necessarily dis- 
continued for want of funds; but the latter was united 
with the Sunday-school at the College Ferretti, which is 
in a very prosperous condition. Letters from Annie G. 
Z eco, at Palermo, and Leroy M. Vernon, at Rome, des- 
cribe the difficulties attendant upon Sunday-school work 
in Italy. The latter says: “It is characteristic of Ca- 
tholicism to hold in special enslavement the women and 
children ; and these are they that we find it most diffi- 
cult to reach.” Something is however being done in 
this line. 

GENEVA, 


Miss Helene Barde writes of the work which is being 
carried on under very favorable auspices at Geneva, with 
zealous teachers, and great numbers of interested scholars. 
They have two small monthly meetings for prayer, and 
hope soon to have a place of meeting for their Sunday- 
school larger than the present room, which is much over- 
crowded, 

FRANCE. 

Mrs. A. Larcher writes from Hargicourt: “Thanks 
for your letter of Christian sympathy ; our life here is so 
restricted by the Romanists that we need encouragement 
from abroad to proceed in our work, which is the Lord’s.” 
They are dreading war between France and Germany 
which would be death to the Protestants, who, she says, 
are now very badly off, especially in the country villages, 
as the priests forbid their parishioners to have anything 
to do with them. But the Sunday-school is popular 
among the young people, and many who have married 
and gone away return in summer and bring their chil- 
dren to the school, so that for a time the attendance is 
very large. There are also quite a number of old people 
who come to the school. 

C. Teyssaire writes from Mont Buzat, in the south of 
France, that both church and Sunday-school services are 
temporarily suspended on account of the severe winter 
storms. But this does not stop the work, for parents are 
provided with tracts and books, and are urged to instruct 
the children at home. It is hoped that some of the 
elders may thus be qualified for work as Sunday-school 
teachers, ere the school re-opens. 


GERMANY. 


Mr. Woodruff, in stating that this was the most prom- 
ising field abroad for labor in the Sunday-school cause, 
said, that if twelve years ago there were no Sunday- 
schools in Germany, now there are 1,218 schools, with 
8,000 teachers, and 81,785 scholars; and the highest 
ecclesiastical authorities are in favor of the work, as is 
proved by an address of the Imperial Court preacher, 
Rev. Sticker, at a meeting of the teachers in Berlin. 

He said: “ Dear friends, the last command of our Sa- 
viour on earth, ‘Feed my lambs,’ has received a new 
shape in our days. I mean to say that our dearly be- 
loved Sunday-school has come to us as a new revelation, 
as a remedy for the old damages. Some have wavered, 
some have found faith, some have doubted. To-day no 
living Christian wavers, doubts, or finds fault with it any 
more. It is now a tres, firmly rooted into the holy 
ground of the Church of God, and millions of children’s 
hearts are its roots ... The most vigorous tree in the gar- 
den of home missions . . . Is not this work for which we 
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labor a real God's work? Do you not see how thus a 
power of hope is erected high, in our time and laud 
where everything else is falling and crumbling?. . . Se- 
rious is our time, and great are its dangers. Our nation 
is powerful and united, but weak in faith. Public life is 
un-Christianized, pious habits are no more among our 
people. Hatred against divine laws governs in the streets, 
and commands the public press. The church is sick, 
weakened, and chained. What then remains for us? 
‘ All are yours if ye are Christ’s.’ In instructing youth 
in Christianity, we also hope to win again the parents, 
the family, the nation. We want to raise up a genera- 
tion of teachers who are able to work for the Lord, and 
to act as his witnesses. The work spreads; already now 
through the Sunday-schools of all denominations, of 
England and America, the same International lesson is 
taught. The time will come when the Sunday-schools of 
all nations will have the same lessons. One immense 
children’s church, gloriously erected among all nations, 
embracing all denominations, whose members are all 
educated for the same Lord. In America and in England 
statesmen, generals, and governors work in Sunday- 
schools. The great men of our nation have still to learn 
the same, and they wi// learn it if they are Christ’s. But, 
my dear friends, do you feel too weak in faith, iu knowl- 
edge, in grace, in sanctification? Do you think you are 
not fit to teach? Only do love Christ. He will give you 
what you require, and his strength is mightiest in the 
weak. It is not great skill that decides in his service, 
but it is great love. Our work grows; our strength must 
grow too. Goto Jesus for courage, strength, wisdom. 
All are yours and ye are Christ’s.” 

Letters from Bayrenth, Bavaria, from Elberfeld, from 
Silesia, and from Wirtemberg, and other places, describe 
interesting Christmas festivals, in which a little money 
has been made to go so far that one longs to send them 
more, and also describes the flourishing condition of 
Sunday-schools at those places. 


CHINESE PAPER FOR CHILDREN, 


Mrs. Culbertson gave the history of a Chinese paper, 
inaugurated last May at the instigation of the association. 
It is conducted by Mr. Farnham, published at Shanghai 
in the mandarin language, which is spoken all over 
China, Dr. Quyler’s Sunday-school has pledged a cer- 
tain sum yearly to its support ; others are invited to do 
the same. The meeting closed with earnest prayer for 
the work throughout the world. 





BROOKLYN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


HE monthly meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday-school 
Union was held Monday evening, January 10. 
President Barker was in the chair. The fact that Prof. 
S Lasar and his daughter led the singing is evidence of 
the excellence of the musical exercises interspersed 
through the evening’s work. The address was by the 
Rev. De. Robert Lowry. His topic was, “‘ The teachers’- 
meeting.” 

He began by kind allusion to another speaker who 
was to have preceded him, but who was detained by an 
accidental lameness. Dr. Lowry insisted that under the 
circumstances he himself was the lame man, and that 
lacking the inspiration of a warm preliminary speech he 
was left to limp on in a somewhat uninteresting topic, to 
which however he must address himself. 

First, he demolished some popular excuses for non-at- 
tendance at teachers’-meetings. Men are too much 
pressed with business, yet they can catch a holiday, or 
attend an opera. Society demands so much of one’s 
time; but it is folly to shut one’s self out from all that 
is heavenly for the sake of society. Some urge the pres- 
sure of home duties as a justification of their non-atten- 
dance. In the case of a mother of young children this 
may be valid, but not otherwise. The abundance of ex- 
isting helps is the excuse others offer. But conference 
between those who are well prepared is essential 
to unify the exercises of a session. Conflicting 
views may otherwise be taught in different classes, 
or the teacher may put matters one way, and 
the superintendent another. Timidity was also assigned 
as a reascn for non-attendance, This is the plea of the 
constitutional shrinker, and of the unprotected female, 
For the latter protectors should be especially provided. 
The last excuse—which is simply to be named and 
dropped—is indifference. 

The uses of the teachers’-meeting are to impart in- 
struction, to interchange and compare views, and to 
unify the work of the day. The general effect of such 
effort is to increase good fellowship, kindle enthusiasm, 
quicken the sense of responsibility, and manifest the 
working spirit of the church, 
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January 22, 1876.) 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 
—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


—_— ~~ 


[BLE readings and praise services are common on 
Sunday evenings in the San Francisco churches. 
—Miss Emma J. Hoisington has been present at the 
Sunday-school of Grace Church (Methodist Episcopal), 
Springfield, Mass., every Sunday for nine years. 


—In the editorial correspondence of The Advance from 
Brooklyn it is said that “ every church in Brooklyn that 
followed up Moody’s labors with personal effort is to-day 
in the midst of revival scenes,” and that it is largely due 
to the work set on foot by the evangelists that ninety-five 
new members were received into Dr. H. M. Scudder’s 
church on the first Sunday of the new year. 


—Our correspondent, 8S. B.S. B., writes: “In a com- 
munity in North Carolina where a great revival was in 
progress, and the hearts of many, old and young, were 
touched by the Holy Spirit, a good teacher whose class 
of nine persons were all converted, said to a missionary 
of the American Sunday-school Union, ‘To me this season 
of grace has brought a blessing indeed. My son, one of 
my class, is converted. There is now a light in my dwell- 
ing, thank God! Before, a wicked husband made it dark 
indeed.’ The missionary adds, ‘In some of these dis- 
tricts where I have organized Sunday-schools, children 
from eight to twelve years old had never heard the Bible 
read, and did not know when Sunday came.’ ” 


—Christian workers of Edinburgh have been aroused 
by the multiplication of theatres in their city. They dread 
the influence of such entertainments upon those gathered 
in by the recent revival work. Accordingly they have 
betaken themselves to special prayer against this evil, 
and the Free Presbytery of Edinburgh has issued a 
pastoral address upon the subject. The address sets 
forth the duty of watchfulness, and of consecration to 
the Lord, on the part of both young and old. It asks, 
“ What, then, is your duty with reference to the thea- 
tre?” They add: “To aid you in determining what is 
duty in this matter, suffer us to remind you that it is 
not with an ideal theatre or drama that, as practical 
Christians, you have to do... . We ask you to bear it 
mind, first, that the theatre in this country has not in 
the past been a school of virtue or morality. It has been 
the ally and the occasion of much immorality and sin. 
. . « Consider the influence of the theatre on serious 
thought, and the prosperity of the spiritual life.’ Upon 
these points forcible facts are presented, and the address 
concludes with a commendation of proper recreations, 
and an appeal “to avoid all that is fitted in any degree 
to excite the divine jealousy, or to arrest the working of 
the Spirit.” 


—The following sketch of the work doing in Christ’s 
name in one fisld, in Brooklyn, comes from a corres- 
pondent, T. G. A.: “One of the most delightful meet- 
ings held in Brooklyn during the Week of Prayer, was 
on the afternoon of January 3, in the chapel of the 
Classon Avenue Presbyterian Church. The warm sum- 
mer-like day caused the doors to stand open to receive 
us. The Scripture mottoes around the walis, and “ obe- 
dience better than sacrifice,” so beautifully stencilled on 
the blackboard, profitably occupied the mind until the 
service began. Two women, combining Christian gen- 
tlenesa with womanly tact, presided and kept every mo- 
ment of the two hours occupied. From them we learned 
it was a special anniversary service to thank God for the 
formation of this meeting for prayer; that from sixty to 
one hundred have been present each week ; that prayers 
for individuals have been answered ; that women of 
feeble faith have been strengthened, and that sympathy 
between the members has been greatly increased. Work 
too has followed faith, and already Dorcas has made her 
two hundred and sixty garments, Remembering that 
the original Dorcas was minus a sewing machine, she 
still has the advantage, as far as works are concerned, of 
these Christian women, who weekly carry home gar- 
ments to return them the following week, beautifully 
stitched. Tne Bible reader employed by the church 
gave a good account of her stewardship. She visits 
from house to house within a large district of which this 
church is the centre, reading the Scriptures, gathering 
in Sabbath-school children, clothing the naked and feed- 
ing the hungry. The matron of the Home for Incura- 
bles, an institution located near by, on Fulton Avenue, 
gave a thrilling account of Christ’s present power to 
feed the hungry. Though under the charge of no de- 
nomination, it receives much aid from members of this 
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church. The two sisters who preside over it are women 
of faith and prayer, who consecrated their property to 
Christ, and now receive daily food from God, not only 
for themselves, but for twenty-four crippled women to 
whom they minister. Miss C. said that during neither 
summer’s heat nor winter’s cold have they lacked the 
necessaries of life. One time during the past year the 
barrel was nearly empty, but at twilight came another 
from one of Christ’s doers. The books of the institution 
are open for inspection to all. Every gift received is 
entered, as well as each expenditure of money received. 
During the recital of this story of work the Rev. Dr. 
Duryea entered, and afterwards he suggested these 
thoughts: Though the age of miracles is past, God’s 
power is the same to feed the hungry and clothe the 
naked. Instead of to-day sending a flock of ravens to 
that Home of Incurables, he prefers to make use of you, 
Christ’s women, to carry your gifts in his name. Let me 
urge renewed consecration of the women of this church 
to their Master’s work this year. Three women were at 
the cross and only one man, and the only reason John 
was there was that he was more than two-thirds a woman 
in loving gentleness of character. Let us during this 
year take better care of Christ’s mother, by which I mean 
as John tenderly received the gift of a mother from 
Christ, and ‘ took her to his own,’ as the Greek renders it, 
let us receive Christ’s needy ones into our hearts, minis- 
tering to them gently in the spirit of Christian relation- 
ship, and let the recipient feel it not an act of charity 
but as one of kinship to our dear Redeemer. When on 
earth women could reach Christ by personal acts of 
kindness, now you can reach him by loving acts done 
for his needy ones still on the earth.” 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


<j 


BIBLE LANDS.* 


N acquaintance with the lands of the Bible, and with 
the manners and customs of the people of those 
lands, is not only desirable, as giving greater vividness to 
the sacred narrative ; it is positively essential to a full un- 
derstanding of many statements, suggestions, and figures 
of speech in the inspired record. God’s promise to his peo- 
ple of “ the first rain and the latter rain”; the declara- 
tion that “ they that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount 
Zion” ; the comparison of brotherly love to “ the dew of 
Hermon” ; the presentation of the Saviour as the “ Rose 
of Sharon,” the “Good Shepherd” and the “ Horn of Sal- 
vation” ; the references to casting “‘ bread upon the wa- 
ters,” to “treading wine-presses,” to women “ grinding at 
the mill,” to virgins going “forth to meet the bride- 
groom,” to men praying “in the corners of the streets” 
and “upon the house-top” ; all these and a multitude of 
other Bible references are comparatively unintelligible 
to one who has no knowledge of the East with its pecu- 
liarities of climate, topography, and civilization. Indeed 
such knowledge is necessary to secure, practically, a full 
translation of the Scriptures from its original language 
into our vernacular. 

Dr. Robinson’s Biblical Researches of thirty-five years 
ago, opened, as Carl Ritter declared, ‘“ the second great 
epoch of our knowledge of the Promised Land”—the first 
being represented by Reland’s Palestina. At the same 
time with the appearance of Robinson, came Upham’s 
translation into English of Jahn’s Biblical Arche logy. 
From that day to the present, books in these two depart- 
ments have multiplied. Kitto’s various volumes, Stan- 
ley’s Palestine, and Thomson’s The Land and the Book 
are tbe more important works of a popular character, in 
this line of information, of the last few years. They have 
done much to familiarize the average Bible student with 
the land and the people of sacred narrative. Meantime 
the more critical and elaborate examinations in progress 
by the English and American Palestine exploring par- 
ties have been bringing to light much which is of value 
to accomplished scholars. Far more is known of the 
Holy Land than in the days of Robinson, and it is quite 
time that the results of more recent discoveries were 
given in a popular form by some one qualified for the 
work, 

The Rev. Dr. Henry J. Van Lennep had peculiar fitness 
for this undertaking. A native of the Orient, he was from 
his childhood familiar with Eastern manners and customs, 
As a missionary of the American Board for many years 
he became a proficient in Bible study, especially in the 
light thrown on the text from the lands of its writing, 
and the history and habits of the people of those lands. 

* Bible Lands: Their modern customs and manners illustrative of 


Scripture, By the Rey. Henry J. Van Lennep, D.D., with maps and 
wood-cuts. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
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In his new work, Bible Lands, Dr. Van Lennep gives 
perhaps more of information calculated to be of practical 
service to the ordinary Bible student—pastor, Sunday- 
school teacher, or scholar—than can be found elsewhere 
in any single volume in our language. The boek is unique 
in its plan, It covers anew many points touched by Robin- 
son, Jahn, Thomson, Stanley, and Kitto, and supplies ma- 
terial not given by any one of these authors. It treats 
separately of “ Customs which have their origin in the 
physical features of Bible lands,”’ and “Oustoms which 
have a historical origin.” This division is in itself help- 
ful. There are peculiarities of the Bible lands which 
would affect alike any and all dwellers there, and to these 
the Bible references are numerous. They include the 
climate, the face of the country, the soil and its pro- 
ducts, and the birds, beasts, and reptiles of the region. 
In an exhibit of these natural peculiarities light is 
thrown on all customs which originate in them, and on 
the incidental references to them. Then there are pecu- 
liarities of races and nations and tribes which pass down 
from generation to generation wherever the people re- 
side, Without a familiarity with the people themselves, 
references to these peculiarities would be well-nigh un- 
intelligible. The buildings, the household furniture and 
utensils, the style of dress, and the home and social life 
of the people of the East have known little change with 
the passing centuries. Those who know these as they 
are can tell us much in explanation of references to 
them in the Bible record. 

In all that relates to the physical geography and ethnol- 
ogy of the lands of the Bible Dr. Van Lennep has had 
the competent counsel of Professor Guyot, of Princeton, 
so as to make the book an authority in those depart- 
ments. In all that relates to oriental customs Dr. Van 
Lennep is himself an authority. 

The book is a handsome octavo volume, of more than 
800 pages, printed on good paper, with clear type, con- 
taining a geographical and an ethnological map, and 
some 300 wood-cut illustrations — real illustrations, 
throwing light on the subjects in hand; not mere pic- 
tures to please the eye. An index of subjects, and an 
index of Scripture texts illustrated in the volume, enable 
one easily to find whatever is given on any particular 
passage or theme of study. 

This work as a whole is likely to prove an invaluable 
aid to Bible study and teaching. Every pastor ought to 
have it. If he cannot afford to buy it some one of his 
people should give it tohim. It ought to be available 
to every superintendent and teacher, for reference in the 
study of the International lessons. Those who can afford 
it should have it at their homes, At all events a copy 
of it should be in every teacher’s library. The teacher 
who would study the Bible to best advantage should in 
some way get access to Van Lennep’s Bible Lands. 


What Jesus Says: Being an Arrangement of the Words 
of our Saviour under Appropriate Headings. Prepared 
by Frank Russell, Kalamazoo, Mich.—The idea of this 
book is a good one: it is to arrange under appropriate 
headings the recorded words of our Lord in the Gospels, 
“that those pertaining to any particular theme may be 
seen together.” The practical value of such a work de- 
pends very largely, of course, on the taste and skill 
shown in its classifications. If the texts are put under 
heads where few would look for them, and are put only 
there, they cannot readily be found. As to the classi- 
fication in this book, the compiler pertinently suggests, 
that “some may discover that some of the references illy 
apply to topics under which they are arranged.” For 
example, it does seem strange that any man would put 
under the head of “ Young Converts,” and as the only 
text under that head, Matt. 9: 16, ‘‘ No man putteth a 
piece of new cloth into an old garment,” etc. Yet, with 
its defects of arrangement, the book has a value. And 
it may lead to a work without these defects, 

Kings and Apostles, Israel’s Kings and Christ’s 
Apostles. By the Rev. T. A. T. Hanna. New York: 
American Bible Union.—The series of volumes is- 
sued by the Baptist Bible Union in comment on the 
International lessons, including Moses and Israe’, and 
Heroes and Judges, has not been surpassed in its 
sphere, The volume for the current quarter is quite 
up to its predecessors, There is an advantage 
in a fresh translation of the text, such as is here sup- 
plied with the revision of Drs. Bliss, Conant, Hackett, 
and Kendrick. With notes critical and practical, are 
given an introduction to the study of the books of 
Samuel, and an analysis of the golden texts: also a discus- 
sion of the deacon’s office, following the lessons in Acta, 
The book is decidedly denominational in its teachings ; 
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but it furnishes much that will be of ser 
vice to many who do not accept all its 
comments on controverted points. 





The First Three | ion of Israel. By 
Robert Tuck, B.A. (Part I) London: 
Sunday School Union; New York: Thomas 
Nelson & Sons.—Lesson helps from the 
London Sunday School Union are always 
prized in this country. The monthly Notes 
of that society, on the morning and after- 
noon lessons of the London schools, are 
most serviceable in their way; for they in- 
clude the International lessons, are pub 
lished several months in advance, and 
give, concisely, needful and suggestive 
hints to the teacher. Joshua and his Suc- 
cessors, by W. H. Groser, was a volume 
full of help to the teacher of the earlier 
lessons of last year. And now comes a 
volume by Mr. Tuck, on Saul, David, and 
Solomon, to aid the student of the lessons 
for the first and third quarters of 1876 
“The object of the writer has been to bind 
the lessons together, by a connected and 
suggestive sketch of the history ; to discuss 
questions of difficulty arising in the course 
of the Bible narrative; to point out the 
motives actuating the persons introduced 
in various situations; and generally to aid 
in an intelligent understanding of this 
portion of the Sacred Word.” The volume 
is enriched by a topographical map of 
Palestine south of Bethel, and a number 
of instructive wood-cut illustrations. The 
reports of more recent explorations in 
Palestine have been freely consulted, so 
as to secure all the light available as to 
localities in question. Indeed the volume 
as a whole is an important contribution to 
the literature of the International lessons 
of the current year. Many copies of it 
ought to be called for in America. 


Natural History of the Robins. By Mrs. 
Trimmer. London: T. Nelson & Sons.— 
If there is any publishing house whose im- 
print alone, without examination, gives 
confidence to the reader, it is that of the 
Nelsons. We do not recollect ever to have 
been disappointed in one of their books. 
In regard to the present work, however, 
we do not need to speak by general pre- 
sumption. We have given the volume 
an attentive perusal, and found it just 
what we anticipated. It is a history 
of a family of robins, told in a quiet, 
pleasing style, in a way to interest 
young children and to cultivate in them 
a kind feeling, not only for robins, but 
for all kinds of birds, The book is most 
daintily illustrated, and is indeed at- 
tractive in all respecis. As a gift book 
for a bright young boy or girl, we can 
hardly name, among recent publications, 
anything superior to this. 


The Berean Question Book for 1876. New 
York : Nelson & Phillips.—Thus far the 
Berean Question Book has kept hand- 
somely in advance of all rivals as a manual 
for the study of the International lessons, 
The edition for 1876 is not behind its pre- 
decessors. Its topics, outlines, questions, 
connecting links between the lessons, re- 
view plans, maps, and lesson hymns, have 
aided to give it value. Anitinerary of David, 
with notes chronological and gevgraphical, 
in this volume, is an added help to the 
study of the first quarter’s lessons, An 
interleaved copy of the Berean Question 
Book is what every teacher can use to ad- 


vantage. 


The Lesson Compend for 1876. By the 
Rev. Jesse Lyman Hurlburt, A.M. New 
York: Nelson & Phillips —Students of the 
International lessons have come to look on 
this Oompend as one of the volumes essen- 
tial to a complete furnishing for the Sun- 
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tion of the best Seechie and comments 
bearing on each clause of every lesson, out 
of a large reference library of works an- 
cient and modern. It gives as it were the 
resulta of study among these books; so 
that in convenient form and at very small 
cost the average teacher can have invalu- 
able aid in preparation for his work. 


Select Notes on the International Sabbath 
School Lessons for 1876 By Rev. F. N. and 
M. A. Peloubet. Boston: Henry Hoyt.— 
This work differs from the Lesson Com 
pend in that it contains the text of the 
lessons, notes showing the historical con- 
nection of the lessons, maps, a pronounc 
ing vocabulary, and other valuable matter 
for teachers, At the same time a wide 
range of authorities is quoted in exposition 
of the lessons and in application of their 
truths. The work of the compilers is well 
done. Indeed there is perhaps no single 
volume which contains more which would 
prove so helpful as this to the student of 
the current series of International lessons. 


The American Union Speaker. By John 
D. Philbrick, LL.D. Boston: Thompson, 
Brown & Co, Mr. Philbrick’s large ex- 
perience in the public schools of Boston has 
given him ample opportunity of knowing 
what is needed in such awork. The book 
has been some ten years before the public, 
and its merits are already pretty well 
known. In the present revised edition 
the author has wisely left out a number of 
pieces that grew out of the late war. The 
introductory remarks on declamation, 
which precede the extracts, show the ex- 
cellent judgment which mark all of Mr. 
Philbrick’s writings. (For sale by J. B. 
Lippincott & Co.) 


The International Question Book. By the 
Rev. F. N. Peloubet. (Part 1.) Boston: 
Henry Hoyt.—There are three grades of 
question books in this series—Part I. for 
youth and adults; Part II. for the younger 
classes; Part IIL. for primary or infant 
scholars. This is a good feature of the 
series. So also is the indication of the 
correct pronunciation of Scripture names 
in the lesson text. The want of a skeleton 
outline of each lesson is a decided lack. 
And quite too many of the questions are 
to be answered by “yes” or “no.” An 
interleaved edition of this series is pub- 
lished in various bindings. 





Peep Show. New York: Thomas Nelson 
& Sons.—The magazines and papers of 
nowadays for children are 80 prettily 
illustrated, that their bound volumes often 
please the little folks even more, and 
longer, than did their current numbers. 
In this volume there are 416 pages, and 
330 pictures—many of them full page 
-illustrations. Though by no means the 
best of the monthly publications of its 
kind, Peep show is a great improvement 
on old-time magazines for children. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
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The Analogy of Religion, natural and revealed to | 
the constitution and course of nature. ‘Towhich 
are added two brief dissertations on personal 
identity and the nature of virtue. By Joseph | 
Buuler, LL.D. The whole edited by the Rev. | 


Joseph C ummings, D D.., LL.D. New York: Nel | 
son & Phillips. For sale b xy Perkinpine & Higgins. | 

The First Three Kings of Israel: an introduction to 
the study of the reigns of Saul, David, and Solo 
mon, With notes, critical and illustrative. By 
Robert Tuck, B.A. (Lond Part 1. From the 

election of Saul to the return of the ark. With 
ge London: Sunday School Union. New 
Yi Thomas Nelson & Sons, 

Summer bei on the Hudson: The story of a pleas 
ure tour from Sandy Hook to the Saranac lakes, 
including incidents of travel, legends, historical 
anecdotes, sketches of scenery, etc. By Daniel 
Wise, D.D. Illustrated by .09 engravings. New 


York: Nelson & Phillips. 


The Wesleyan Demosthenes: comprising select ser- 
mons of the Rev. Joseph Beaumont. With s 
sketch of his character. By the Rey. J. 





day-school teacher’s work. It is a compila- 





Wakeley, D.D. New York: Nelson & Phillips, - 


Job’s Comforters; or, Scientific Sympathy. By 
Joseph Parker, D.D. With an introduction by 
George Zabriskie Gray. Price 25 cents. New 
York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. 


D. L. Moody and his Work. By Rev. W. H. Daniels, 
A.M. With portrait and illustrations. (Sold only 
by subscription.) Hartford: American Pub 
lishing Company. 


Commentary on the New Testament. Intended for 
popular use. By D. D. Whedon, LL.D. Vol. IV 
1 Corinthians; il Timothy. New York: Nelson 
& Phillips. 


Bible Bul warks; or, a sevenfold argumentin defence 
of the Scriptures. By Richard Newton, D.D 
Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union 


The Eclectic Sunday School Library. The Lesson 
Compend for 1876. By the Rev. Jesse Lyman 
Hurlburt, A.M. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 


Daniel Quorm, and his Religious Notions. By Mark 
Guy Pearse. New York: Nelson & Phillips. For 
sale by Perkinpine & Higgins. 

Among my Books. Second series. By James Russel 


Lowell. Price $2. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 
For sale by Porter & Coates. 


Me ee and its Methods. By the Rev. J.T. Crane, 
D.D. New York: Nelson & Phillips. For sale 
by Pe rkinpine & Higgins. 


Illustrated Rambles in Bible Lands. By Richard 


Newton, D.D. Philadelphia: American Sun- 
day School Union. 

Mrs. Limbe te Raffle; or, a church fair and its vic 
tims. A short story. New York: D. Appleton 
& Company. 

God's Way; or, gaining the better life. By Mrs. M. 
A. Holt. Ulustrated. New York: Nelson & 
Phillips 

Mehetabel : a story of the Revolution. By Mrs. H. 


ra Gesdner. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 


Union Primer; or, first book for children. Phila- 
delphia : American Sunday School Union. 


The Berean Question Book. (International series.) 
For 1876. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 


Carol Olmstead. By Mrs. Bradley. Philadelphia: 
American Baptist Publication Society. 

How to Study the Bible. By D. L. Moody. New 
York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. 


Christians and the Theatre. By M. J. Buckley. New 
York: Nelson & Phillips. 


Brainard’s Musical World. Vol. XII. Cleveland: 
8. Brainard’s Sons. 


The Labor of Love. Vol. IV. Springfield, Il. : Edwin 


A. Wilson. 
Gleanings from Many Sheaves. London: Bemrose 
& Son. 
_Pamphlets.—D. M. Ferry & Co.'s Seed Annual (1876.) 
Vick’s Floral Guide for 1876. Proceedings of the 
Twelfth Provincial Sunday School Convention at 
Hamilton, Ont. Addresses and Practical Suggestions 
of Sunday School Topics, delivered before the 
Virginia State Convention. Minutes of the Annual 


Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church for 
the year 1875. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. _ 


AN ARTICLE OF TRUE MERIT.—“Brown’s 
Bronchial Troches” are the most popular 
article in this country or Europe for Throat 
Diseases and Coughs, and this popularity 
is based upon real merit. 





LARGE additions have been made to the 
facilities of Crane, Breed & Co., of Cincin- 
nati, for the manufacture of Hearses. This, 
however, is said to be no reflection upon 
the anticipated results of the Centennial 


CITUDIES 


BY SEP. WINNER, 
JUST PUBLISHED. 


Book No. 1, for Organ and Pian [Bas 
Book No. 2, for Violin, Viola, Violoncello, and Double. 
Book No.3, for Flute, Fife ,Piecolo, Fl eolet and Clarionet 
Ba Either book in board covers, $1; in paper, 75 cts. 
be aaa copy each, postpaid, boards, 75 cts.; paper, 


WHITNEY S MUSICAL GUEST 


For 1876 will contain $24 worth of New Music, 
Largest circulation of any musical journal in the 
United States. Excellent Editorials, Sketches of Travels, 
Original Stories, and the choicest of Music. Pages are 
sheet-music size. $1.10 per year, in advance. Specimen 
copy 10 cents. 


ONGS «:: BIBLE 


BOOK OF GEMS for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Contains new Hymns and Tunes by best writers ; 
beautiful Song for every Bible Lesson and Seniey 
School occasion, atagien | to the Popular Praise Meet- 
ings. Single copy, .- . cree doz, 

Specimen pages 


Ww.W. WHITNEY, TOLEDO, 0. 











is the most beautiful work of the kind in the world. 
It contains nearly 150 pages, hundreds of fine illus- 
trations, and four Chromo Piates of Flowers, beauti- 
fully drawn and colored from nature. Price 35 cts. 
in Peper covers; 65 cents bound in elegant cloth. 
"S FLORAL GUIDE, Quarterly, 25 cents a year. 
Address, |. JAMES VICK, Rochester, N.Y. 
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"PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


CHANGE 
IN RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable 
in advance, were established November 15: 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1to14 copies, - = «= $2.15 each. 
“ 16 to 29 ss Ee * 
30 copies and upwards, - - - 1.65 “ 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at 
the time of making thei eir — state 
that they are such, $1.65 each 


( Which includes 15 cote for postage. ) 


THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER $ .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superin- 
tendents with helps, in the line of their spe- 
cial work, to which teachers and scholars have 
not access. It is published monthly, and will 
be sent, on receipt of its price, only to sub- 
seribers of THE Times who are tors or s8u- 
perintendents, and who, when ordering it, state 
that they are such. 

If a superintendent, who is a evh-criber of 
THE TrMes, desires the help of Tue SupEr- 
INTENDENT’S PAPER, for any member of his 
school—for example, an assistant superin- 
tendent or infant class teacher—he can mul- 
tiply copies of the Paper accordingly, to his 
own address, on payment of the subscription 
price ; provided that such extra PAPERS go 
only to subscribers of THe Times. 

devine for this Paper can be filled, only 
when coming direct from superintendents or 
pastors who are subscribers of THE TIMEs. 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAP. 


100 Copies, one month, - - $ .60 
100 one year, - 7.20 
Less than 160 Copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - . $ 5.00 
100 “ one year, - ~ - 20.00 
Less than 160 Copies at same rate, 


reagan will be received for any 
portion of a year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made to a club at club 
a only during the month in which it is 

rmed. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction 
of a paper changed should be careful to 
name not only the post-office to which th 
wish it sent, but also the one to whi 
it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both County and State. 

Any person writing to renew either a 
single or club subscription, in connection 

with which his name has not before been 
vee to the publisher, will please give the 
name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wis to introduce THE 
Truegs to their frien So Se stew 
copies sent free from this office any 
address. 








Now that the date of expiration is plainly 
printed on the yellow address label of each pa- 
per or package of papers, it will be 
for all subscribers to renew promptly by the 


time ‘aa dead or thew paper will be 
discontinued. 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line 
(12 lines to an inch), for each in- 
sertion, . 25 Cts, 
Special Notices : Per line (as above), 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), 50 Cts, 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 
10 8 - 
15 “ “ “ 13 “ 
7 “ “ “ 26 “ 
“ 6 “ 52 “ 
Copy for Advertisements must be on 


ag A y Saturday of the week preceding 
their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Ad- 
vertisements should be addressed to 


JOHN DD. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA, 


The New Yorxk OrFice is at the Sun- 
day-school Teachers’ 304 


Resting Room, 
Foarth Avenue, Y. Ep og a 
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AGENTS WANTED. a INSURANCE. 


DO GOOD! 


DO GOOD! DO GOOD! 


Agents Wanted for our new Authentic Book on 


MOODY & SANKEY, 
And their Work on both Sides of the Sea. 


Here is a chance to make money and do great good, 
Send for circulars and see what eminent clergymen 
say of it. Beware of unauthorized compilations, Sell 
none bul the Genuine Edition. Address, 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, Hartford, Conn., 


or, 118 Randolph Street, Chicago, Ills. 












EXCELSIOR 
Carpet Stretcher 


TACK HAMMER 
COMBINED. 
The only device ever 
invented that will lay 
Carpets successfully. 
No more backaches ! 
Saves time, temper, and labor 


you 


Will be delight- 
ed with it. For 
sale by all Hard- 
ware, Furniture 
and Carpet deal- 
ers, or sent post- 
paid on receipt 
of $1.25 

Send & get one now. 








Address, 


Excel. Mfg. Co. 
161 Mich. Av’s, 
Chicago, Ils. 


AGENTS 
WANTED. 
Send for Circulars. 


100 Styles CA RD 
50 for 25¢e. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Particulars free. G. ULLMAN, 
12 Winter St., Boston, Mass, 


Spooner’s Prize Flower Seeds. 
SPOONER’S 
Boston Market Vegetable Seeds. 


SEEDS. The cheapest and best seeds 

in the market. Send two 8c. 

VEGETABLE stamps for our illustrated ca- 
talogue and see the prices. 


W. H. SPOONER, 
Boston, Mass. 


THE 


>) 0 


ONGREGATION. 


A CHURCH MUSIC BOOK ON AN EN- 
TIRELY NEW PLAN. 
By GEORGE F. ROOT. 

One hundred and fifty Musical Services, each be- 
ginning with words and music for the Choir, and 
ending with Standard Hymns and Tunes for Choir 
and Congregation. ; 

In a new and elegant form. Cloth, tinted paper, 
320 pages, $2 single, $15 a dozen; boards, $1.50 single, 
$12 a dozen. 

Either book sent by mail on receipt of retail price. 

Circulars and specimen pages free. 


THE CHOICE. 


FOR SINGING SCHOOLS & CONCERTS. 
By McGRANAHAN AND CASE, 


4ay-A Wide-Awake Book for Wide-Awake Teachers. 
Contains a novel elementary course, and a GRAND 
COLLECTION OF MUSIC. THE CHOICE is the work 
of experienced men, and fully meets the w ants of pro- 
gressive teachers. It is the most succesful Conven- 
tion Book in the field. Price, $7.50 dozen; single 
sample copy, 75 cents, 


PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & OO., 
CINCINNATI, oO. 


PRICE & WOOD 


SPECIALTIES 


White Goods, Hamburg Edgings, 
Flouncings and Insertings. 


RUFFLINGS, PUFFINGS & TUCKINGS, 
Ladies & Gents’ Linen Handkerchiefs 


BELOW REGULAR PRICES. 


BARGAINS IN| ™®4% NE, xarmns, 
Jom 2078 DRESS GOODS, 


Sheeting and Shirting Muslins at 
the very Lowest Prices. 


N. W. Cor. 8th & Filbert Sts. 


PHILADELPHIA. 








STATEMENT 


—OF THE— 


TRAVELERS 





94™ SEMI-ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE 
he RRAVELERS INSURANCE <0. 


HARTFORD CONN., JANUARY 1, 1876. 








ASSETS, 
Real estate owned by the com- 

SPORE secsévnndecrenses secscouss: csocts eseese $ 87,688.21 
Cash on hand and in bank........... 117,519.83 
Cash in hands of agents or in trans- 

SION. cece sivsueesensnqnyseensencsevonsee 92,391.37 
Loans on first mortgages real estate 2,004,877.50 
Deferred premiums......, 63, 124,87 
PI: Fea nai veh kd deer ersccavacess 78,514.35 
United States government bonds.. 374,070.00 
State and municipal bonds. ‘ 116,700.00 
Railroad stocks and bonds. se 213,110.00 
Bank and Insurance stocks........... 5b2,865.00 

OCR) AM iecesssecccosvisecegsescce $3,701,361.13 
LIABILITIES. 
Reserve for reinsurance, accident 
GEPATtMeNE «-.rccssceceesees core seeeees $ 169,417.45 


Reserve, four per ¢ ent. life dep’ t.. 


2,271 329.27 
Claims unadjusted and not due, 


and all other liabilities.............. 170,186.34 
Total Liabilities............ hone $2,610,933.66 


Surplus as regards policy-holders $1 090, 427. 47 
Surplus as above, on four and one-half per cent. re- 
serve, New Y ork standard, $1,305,203 .<5. 


STATISTICS OF THE YEAR 1875. 


LIFE DEPARTMENT, 







Number of Life Policies written in 1875.............2,650 
Net gain in amount insured.,............ 200,051.00 
Net gain on Life Policies in force... ..........:.cccceceeeee 67% 
Whole number written to date. .... 23,542 
Whole number of Life Policies in fore e.. “ 10,511 
Total amoui.t insured... 114.00 


ACCIDENT DEPARTMENT, 


Number of Accident Policies written in 1875...3 ? 857 





Net cash Premiums received for same.,..... $159,325.00 
Whole number Accident Policies written......, 396,164 
Number of Claims paid in 1875.............0. 2, 163 
Whole number Accident Claims paid... 31205 
Whole amount Accident Claims paid.,... $2,283 739.77 77 
Total losses paid, both departments....... $2,955,102.89 





JAS. G. BATTERSON, President. 
RODNEY DENNIS, Secretary. 
JOHN E. MORRIS, Ass’t Secretary. 


Do not find fault with your Sewing 
Machines until you have tried the 
Eureka Machine Twist. It is 
the best, and will give perfect satis- 
faction. 


—___ 
EUREKA 





European Manufacturers of Rubber 
Goods in the Background. 


absence of ad- 
hesion under 
any circum- 
stances in the 
hottest of wea- 
ther. We also 
make Ladies’ 


Gossamer Leg- 
ns aud Dress 
hields, Gossa- 
mer Hats and 
Caps for Gen 
tlemen, and 


The fame of 
our beautiful 
Gossamer Rub- 
ber Clothing, 
for Ladies’ and 
Gentlemen’s 
storm use, has 
extended to 
Europe. Rub- 
ber manufac- 
turers there 
readily admit 
their superi- 
ority to any 
ever made by G rt Um- 
brellas, the 





them in light 

weight, strength, only real wa- 
im perviousness ter-proof Um- 
to salt or fresh brella made. 


water, and total 
GOSSAMER RUBBER CLOTHING CO., 
289 Devonshire St., Boston, 


N. B.—Send Postal Card for our new Illustrated 
Cireular. To introduce our goods where they are 
not sold at retail we will, on receipt of the follow- 
ing, send by mail : 

1 Gent’s Coat, $10.00. 1 Gent’s Hat, $2.00. 

1 Ladies’ 56-in. Cape, 8.25. - Cap, 1,25. 

4ay-Please state that you saw this notice in THE 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL TIMES. 


ee The highest grade of work at, 
the lowest price always given, 
iChUuRCh Over 800 in use. 
Established in 1829. 
Descriptive Circulars and 
specifications cheerfully fur- 
nished. Address 





ORGARS 


£&G.G.HooK & HASTINGS, BosToN,U.SA 











INSURANCE. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





TWENTY-SIXTH 


ANNUAL STATEMENT 


OF THE— 


AMERICAN 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


§. E. cor. Fourth and Walnut Strects, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1875 





REECIPTS. 


Premiums received during the year.. 
Interest received from investments and 
TETIUS...-006 Prem TTTTTTI TTT Li tt 


$901,216.25 
262,918.33 


$1,164,129.58 








LOSSES AND EXPENSES. 


$540,208.40 
59,200.19 
61,125.87 
33,121.50 
18,909.55 
27,66 .62 


Life losses and endowments paid... 
Traveling agents and commissions ... 
Amounts paid for surrendered pene ies. 
Salaries and medical examinations.. 
U.S. and State taxes and licenses..... 
Printing, advertising, Stamps, etc 








$735,409.13 
Surplus premiums returned to insured 
ANA GIVIGENAS........--ceeceeeereceeeeeecesteeeeces 237.263.53 


ASSETS JANUARY 1, 1876. 


$100,000 State of Pennsylvania loan 
6'S (BA SETICS)....0...eeceresceeees 

113,000 Illinois county bonds, 10's 
25,000 Jersey City, N. J, bonds, 7’s 
29,000 Louisville, ., bonds, 7's 
25,00 > hester ¢ ity water bonds, 
34,100 Distric t of Columbia bonds, 
Pe ANG B-GH’Bi.sccrcccccee seovcee 

20,000 Kankakee, I11., school bonds, 
Te. eesnnaee 4. epsetuanagesepe 

23,‘ 00 American “Steamship Co.'s 
PAINS, sc sncenss oyensenesadacsevenge 

15,000 Mississippi State warrants, 


15,000 C ity of Cape may; N. 


De REE OM 
10,000 C - of Pittsbur ., bonds, 











| 505,002.00 








10,000 Williamsport, water 

POUR BB... csessscessesceserccnesss 

7,000 Pennsylvania Canal 0. 
WANE, GH Mic casin ties deesernsvéses, 





5,000 C a of St. Louis, Mo., bonds, 
5,000 Pe anes lvania Railroad ge nl 
mortgage bonds, 6's. 

200 shares Pennsylvania R R.. 
3i6 shares Corn Exchange Na- 

GROEN TEER acs+:- scncsscacecces 
100 shares Commercial National 
BATIK ....<0<cocnccerescoorsene 
166 shares Union National Bank. 
22 shares Consolidation Na- 
tional Bank. 
500 — s Centennial Exposi- 









CHOTA etesnieats = Seve cece oconipn 
4 Penny “Military Academy, 
CIE Filnc dees cicesesceccecnss » | 
Mortgages upon real estate................000 $2,600, £89.55 

Real CSTALE — ceeveereveerreees wee «=—-_:- 82! 500.00 
Loans on collaterals amply cu side 829,779.26 
Premium notes secured by policies ee 715,616.14 
Premiums in hands of agents, secured 

by bonds, less cost of collection......... 36,418.46 
Deferred semi-annual and quarterly pre- 

Wn 1a nD CAE TINOG Bic cece ccccdes +c cacenecsccccees £8,000.00 
Cash on and hand in banks..... ast 247,606.54 
Accrued interest to January 1.....,...0008 128,164.01 

$6,002,970.97 


TRUSTEES. 

George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 
Alexander Whilldin, Hon. Alex. G. Cattell 
George Nugent, Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Hon. James Pollock, Henry K. Bennett, 
William J. Howard, L. M. Whilldin. 
Albert C, Roberts, John Wanamaker, 

H. H. Eldridge 


GEORGE W. HILL, President 

GEORGE NUGENT, Vice-President. 

ALEX. WHILLDIN, Chairman Finance Com. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 

JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary and Treasurer 


G. HAMMER, Assistant Secretary. 





HOW T0 OBTAIN IT! 


All Sabbath-School workers are desirous of securing 
a copy of 


‘The Teacher's Bib 


OF WHICH 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES SAYS: 


“THE TEACHER'S BIBLE is a choice edi- 
tion of deserved and growing popularity. It 
is Similar to the best edition of Bagster’s, with 
advantages over that.” 





THE 


llinstrated Christian Weekly, 


Is a large 12-page paper, filed with choice reading 
and beautiful illustrations, published at 
the low price of 


Two Dollars and Fifty Cents 


A YEAR, POSTPAID. 


We offer this paper and “ THE TEACHER'S BIBLE,’’ 
upon the following terms: 
new subscribers, sent us with the money ($15) 
will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, bound in morocco, limp sides. 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($20) 

Q will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach- 
ers Bible, bound in morocco, bevelled board 
gilt roll, ete. 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($25) 
will entitle the sender to one ev-py of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, bound in Levant, limp sides. 


new subseribers, sent us with the money ($30) 
will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach 
er’s Bible, Levant, kid lined. 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($87.50) 

(5 will entitle the sender to «ne copy of the large 
pr nt edition of the Teacher's Bible, Levant, kid 
lined, protecting edges, pockets, etc. 


Circulars descriptive of these Bibles and sample 


pages sent free. Bibles delivered without extra 


i charge at any of our agencies, or sent by express 


when desired. 
Specimen copies of the ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN 
WEEKLY free on application. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


No. 150 Nassan St., New York, or 
No. 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Successful Music ‘Books. 


GETZE’S SCHOOL POR PARLOR ORGAN! 


It is already in the hands of 30.000 learners and 
players on Reed Organs, and deserves this and greater 
success, Contains 176 graded lessons, including 
nearly 50 agreeable Pieces, a dozen Songs, and 25 
short Voluntaries. $2.50. 


Centennial Coll. for Old Folks’ Concerts. New. 40 cts. 
SHINING RIVER. The next book for your S. 8. % cts 


BELLAK’S ANALYTICAL METHOD for Pianoforte, 


As the very firat instruction book (for the first three 
months on the Piano), nothing could be better. Very 
easy pieces, nicely fingered and graded. Does away , 
mostly, with the dryness and drudgery of the first 
quarter. In Paper, 75 cents. 


HIGH SCHOOL CHOLR. $1.00. 
For High Schools, Academies, Seminaries. 


> N] 7a “il 
GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG. 

A large, elegant collection of Choice Songs, with 
Piano or Reed Organ accompaniment. 232 pages. 
Sheet music size. $2.50 in Boards ; $8.00 in C loth: 

All books mailed, post-free, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 


Cc. H. Ditson & Co., 
TH BROADWAY, 
New York. 


J. E. Ditson & Co., 
SUCCESSORS TO LER & WALKER, 
| deen -nnes 





LIBRARIANS, 33 


you to save time. labor, and loss of many books, as nu- 
Tierous testimonials show. Send for our new circular. 


GARRIGUES BROS., PHIL’A., PA. 
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INSURANCE. 


Twenty-Eighth Annaal Report of 
THE PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Office, 921 Chestnut St., Phil’a. 








Assets JANMATY 1, 1875,..cccccereeceseeseeeeererees $4,590,763.55 
RECEIPTS. 
Premiums received.........+ $1,311,629.99 
Interest received................ 317,150.47 
————« 1,6§28,774.46 

Deferred payments not due 

OF UNTEPOPted. nce. cceceeeeeee 62,811.98 
Accrued interest on stoc 

ITNOTUZAPMLES, CLC. .cceccesececeee 74,266.54 
Increase in value of stocks 


OVEOT COBL...ccccecceceesceseesreee 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Losses & endowment paid $817,984.26 
Dividends allowed to re- 
duce a ,ecsueuseeosors 285,871.50 


128,232.49 265,410.96 
$6 ,494,948,97 








Surrendered and cancelled 
DOLICIES «0 00c0ccesvesesecevoegeeoes 157,459.41 
Re-insurance paid other 
COM PANIOS ...cccceeceeeeeseenees 26,939.44 
Commissions, salaries, and 
AKENCY EXPENSES... ees 146,024.83 
Advertising, printing, 
MeEdICAL] [6€E8, CTC. ...ccceceee 28,118.04 
Taxes, licenses, and legal 
OX PCTIBEB...cccceeeeeees otssebeens 18,222.25 980,619.73 
Assets at market VAlUe...........sceceeeees $5 504,329.24 
ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1876. 
United States Bonds, Phila- 
deiphia, and other stocks 
OIE LOD cnecsscctesvtneresepew 1,770,477.50 
Mortgages 4 ground rents 
upon property appraised 
at $5,334,200, all first liens 1,971,308.84 
Real estate owned by Co. 349,186.53 
Premium notes and loans 
secured by collateral...... 853,610.13 
Cash on hand and in trust 
COMPANIES .....c00ececereeeeeees 191,916.62 
Serip dividends held by Co. 113,080.00 
Balance in hands of agents 17,953.48 
All other securities.......... 236,346.14 
LIABILITIES. $5,504 ,329.24 
Losses reported, but not yet 
BOB cv ccsreninsdanesntciamnadideessces $90,920.00 
Reserve at 4 per cent, in- 
terest, required to insure 
outstanding risks............ $4,553,118.00 
Serip yet outstanding......... 113,030.00 
ase 4,756,438.00 
Surplus to policy holders, 
4 per cent, basis.. ......... . 747,891.24 
Surplus to policy holders, 
it, per cent, basis........... 1,088,091 .24 
Total number of policies 
issued IN USTH....c0...ceceeeeee 2098 
Policies in foree Jan, 1, 1876 9545 
AMOUNT At TISK....0. 00000. cones $28,389,363 00 


SAMUEL C, HUEY, President, 
SAMUEL E. STOKES, Vice President, 
H. 8S. STEPHENS, Second Vice President. 
JAMES WEIR MASON, Actuary. 
HENRY AUSTIE, Secretary. 


THE 


CHARTER OAK 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


ASSETS, January Ist, 1876,. . . $13,266,440.68 
SURPLUS,. . . 2. s+ ee os 1,292,5643.41 


Insurance effected on all the desirable plans, 
erm insurance under the plan of 


Deposit Insurance 
Cufarsand pamphlets issued by this company. 


JAS. C. WALKLEY, Pres. 
8. H. Warrs, Vice- Pres. and Treas. 


Hatary Stevens, Sec’y. 
Ww. L. Squire, Ass’t Sec'y. L. W. MeEcu, Actuary, 


1825. 1876. 
THB PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000,00, - - Assets, $1,572,139.92 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


p»,.D0 
a 


MESTIC' 


4 SEWING 
MACHINES. 


Ex- 
efor d-hand 
Htecfine of every des- 
cription. 

**DOMESTIC” PAPER FASHIONS. 


The Best Patterns made. Send 5cts. for Catalogue. 


Address DOMESTIC SEWING MACHINE CO. 
Agrnts Wantep. “@@ NEW YORK. 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS, 


NO. 1216 RACE ST., Philadelphia. 


Hearse, Carriages, etc., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour during 
the night or day. Ww. JAMES ATWOOD. 









916 seca; STREET. ta. 916 


THOMAS M. FREELAND, 


FURRIER. 
We have ready a fine stock of Ladies’ Furs made for 
first-class ie, which we will sell at the lowest 


rates. Alterations and repairs done in the best 
manner. 


SEAL SACQUES, SABLE, BLACK MARTEN, CHIN- 
CHILLA, SEAL, OTTER AND BEAVER SETS. 


10 PER CENT. NET. 


Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar- 
anteed. We loan not to exceed one-third of the 
value ascertained by personal inspection. In many 

ears’ business have never lost a dollar. We pay the 
nterest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 
customer of ours ever waited a day for interest, not 
even during the hardest time that Kansas is likely 
ever to see. Her prosperity is now certain. Send for 
particulars. References in every State in the Union. 

J. B. WATKINS 4 CO., Lawrence, Kansas. 

4&@- Collections throughout the West a specialty. -“@a 


EST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE, 
Ne. 4036 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


This Boarding and Day School is delightfully 
situated in West Philadelphia, and combines advan 
of both city and country. For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs. J.A. BOGARDUS 


WM. FEWSMITH’S 


SCHOOL. 
Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
1008 Chestnut St., Phila. 


CRITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 


1324 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
SAM’L W. CRITTENDEN, Principal. 


Author of “Crittenden’s Treatise on Book-keep- 
ng.” No classes. Se te rooms for Ladies. 
Evening sessions, after September 15th. Send for 
circulars giving full particulars. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms, 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


Marcy’s Sciopticon and Lantern Slides. 
New and brilliant effects. Circulars free. 


SPECIAL offer to SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
L. J. MARCY, 1340 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


J. &R. LAMB.59.CARMINE ST.N.Y 
Pulpits: CHAIRS COMMUNION Tabies 
Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 
Slik $. $. Banners in colors & gold, $5. 


Catalogues, 350 Illus., post-free, 15 cts. 





JOHN GIBSON—Piain, Decorative, and Fresco Painting. 

Glass Stainers, Modern and 
J. & G. H. GIBSO Antique Church Glass, Etc. 
123 and 125 S. Eleventh Street, Phila. 










BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Batadlished 


Superior Bells of Copper and Tin 

mounted with the best Rotary Hang 

for Churches, Schools, Farms, 

, Court Houses, Fire Alarms, 

Tower Clocks, Chimes, etc. Fully 

arrante 1. 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 

102 and 104 East Second St.,Cincinnald 


| om Vn | 
THE“ESTEY», 


25 ’ 
a i 





{Established 1846.) 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


Brattleboro, Vt. 


pee Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


PHILADELPHIA WAREROOMS 
FOR THE SALE OF 


ESTEY COTTAGE ORGANS & ARION PIANOS, 


1808 CHESTNUT STREET. 
E. M. BRUCE & CO. 


A Beautiful set ofGum Teeth $15, warranted 

ual to any made; solid gold Allings, $3‘ 

silver fillings $1. NEW YORK DENTAL ROOMS, 
Established 1851. Dr. MEADER, 1262 6th Avenue. 





AGENTS WANTED. 


$12 a day at home. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free, TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 


Cards with name, 10 cts., 20 Acquaintance 
ds, 10 cents, postpaid. Send three-cent stamp 
for Agent’s Outfit. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 


2 Ornamental Cards, 5 designs, 10 cts., mixed 
ry 


$5 10 $20 Brisson & Co, Portiand, Maine 


17 A WEEK to Agents, Old and Young, Male and 

Female, in their locality. Terms and OUTFIT 

— Address, P. O. VickERY & Co., Augusta, 
aine. 


100 AGENTS WANTED for a New Religious 

Work popular with all denominations. ‘oni- 
tively the very best chance of the year for first- 
class agents. For circulars, address H. S. Good- 
speea «& Co., 14 Barclay St., N.Y. 


AGENTS (i, GRAND NEW BOOK. 


PRESENT CONFLICT, 


of SCLENCE with RELIGION; or, 


MODERN SKEPTICISM MET on its OWN GROUND. 


The grandest theme and most vital question of the 
day. By the author of “ ScrENCE AND THE BIBLE.” 
Every man, woman, and child wants to read it. It 

ives the Christian a reason for his faith, proves 

e wonderful discoveries of Science in harmony 
with God's Word, disproves the Tyndall assertions 
and destroys the Darwin theory, It sells beyond 
all expectation. First agent sold 33, second 17, third 
25, first week. First agent 31 second week. Every- 
body buysit. Avoid the sensational trash advertised 
by other publishers, and secure territory for this 
book, that sells because the people need and want 
it. Send for circular and terms to agents, P. W. 
ZIEGLER & CO., 518 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


IMMENSE SUCCESS!! 40,000 of the Genuine 


La nt | 2 oe 1) ~ 2 — an) \} 
already sold, demand increasing. Full of thrilling 
interest and spirited illustrations, the millions are 
eager to get it, and more a? agents are needed at 
once. Profits are splendid. For particulars address, 
HUBBARD BROS., Publishers, 723 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 













AGENTS WANTED 


For Dr. March’s Great Work. 


NIGHT SCENES. 


In the Bible. Sells everywhere, and always pleases. 
The Christian Herald says—“ It is full of truth, pre- 
cious as gems in a style of golden a and beauty.” 
Commended by Ministers of all denominations, the 
Press and leading men everywhere. Send for cir- 
culars with full description. Thousands will be 
sold for HOLIDAY PRESENTS. Address J. 
C. McCURDY & CO., 26 8. Seventh st., Phila., Pa. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN'S SAFE CO., 


721 Chestnut St., 


PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


SLATE MANTELS, 


ESTABLISHED 1853. 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all 
other slate work on hand or made toorder. Fac- 
tory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVENUE. 

WILSON & MILLER, Philadeiphia. 


TOTEM. 


An amusing and instruct- 
ive game for children 
Finely illustrated. Sent 
postpaid for twenty-five 
cents. 

WM. R. GOULD, Sue- 
cessor to WEST & LEE 
GAME CO., Worcester, 
ASB. 

Send three cent stamp 
for catalogue of games. 
















$15 SHOT GU 


ble barrel gun, bar or front action locks; 
oahennad genuine bens barrels, and agood shooter, 
OB NO SALE ; With Flask, Pouch and Wad-cutter. for 
ols. Con bo sont 0. Os Time pr arcelar to 

° Di 8 . 
Powal Ls N, 233 Main Street, Cincinnati, O. 








(Yes SYA, a 
WORTH REPEATING. 
MORN. 


[H. H., in The Independent. | 


N what a strange bewilderment do we 
Awake each morn from out the brief night’s 
sleep. 
Our struggling consciousness doth grope 
and creep 
Its slow way back, as if it could not free 
Itself from bonds unseen. Then memory 
Like sudden light, outflashes from its deep 
The joy or grief which it had last to keep 
For us; and by the joy or grief we see 
The new day euh like the yesterday; 
We are unchanged ; our life the same we 
know 
Before. I wonder if this is the way 
We wake from death’s short sleep, to 
struggle through 
A brief bewilderment, and in dismay, 
Behold our life unto our old life true. 


TRAINING WORKERS FOR IN- 
QUIRY MEETING. 
[Rev. Geo. S. Chambers, in The New York Evangelist. | 


HE method which the writer has 
adopted is as follows: He has invited 
such Christians as are willing to engage in 
such a work, to meet him one evening in 
each week. He has made the conditions 
of membership in such a class very plain 
and practical. Only those are wanted who 
are willing to speak to persons, indivi- 
dually, on the subject of salvation, and are 
determined, by divine grace, to do so as 
they have opportunity. They must be 
willing to prepare themselves for such per- 
sonal work by a careful and prayerful 
study of God’s Word. Quite a number 
have assented to these simple conditions, 
and meet once a week. We have asubject 
announced in advance for each evening. 
Weall with Bible in hand (each one usin 
his or her own Bible for the purpose) loo 
up and read the various passages on that 
subject. The pastor makes it his business 
to classify the texts under the different 
heads which the subject itself may suggest, 
and the claes with paper and pencil in hand 
make a note of these texts to which they 
are expected to add by their own study 
during the week. Thus our first meeting 
was taken up with the subject of Sin, on 
the principle that before a man is saved 
he must see his need of salvation, and we 
grouped together a large number of texts 
under the heads: What is sin? What sin 
does ? and, Who have sinned? Our second 
meeting was taken up with the subject, 
“ The sinner helpless to save himself,” by 
anything in him, any work by him, or any 
fellow-creature for him. We considered in 
our third meetivg ‘“‘God’s plan for saving 
the sinner, the atonement of Jesus Christ.” 
This was followed up by the study of 
“Saving faith, the means by which men 
participate in the blessings of redemption ;” 
and in our future meetings we shall con- 
sider other great and related subjects. such 
as Repentance, The Work of the Holy 
Spirit, etc., ete, This plan is simply stated 
here as a suggestion, for other brethren 
will have their own, and I doubt not a bet- 
ter arrangement of subjects. The writer’s 
object is to have the members of his class 
familiar with Bible language on these 
great themes, and to be able to turn readily 
to the passages which bear upon these 
truths. The design in dealing with in- 
quirers should ever be to face them with 
the Word, to make them realize that it is 
not our ewn philosophy of theories which 
we bring to them, but the Word of the liv- 
ing God—and that the controversy is not 
between them and any preacher or teacher, 
but between them and God. These Chris- 
tian workers should be shown how all pha- 
ses of experience, from the man secure in 
his self-righteousness, up to him who is 
tremblingly asking, ‘‘ What must I do to 
be saved ?” can be met by the simple Word. 
They should therefore study what the Bible 
has to say upon such subjects as Self-right- 
eousness, Formalism, Decision, Confession, 
etc, They should also beshown how all kinds 
of objections to the acceptance of Christ 
can be answered by Scripture. They might 
profitably engage in such a practical exer- 
cise as this: What answer would you make 
from the Word of God to a person who 
says he is not good enough to a Chris- 
tian ? What answer would you make from 
Scripture to ope who says he sees no need 
for becoming a Christian, because he knows 
he is better than some who are Christians ? 
What answer, from the Bible, would you 
make to a person who says that he does not 
feel himself to be a sinner? What answer 
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son who says that he is afraid if he becomes 
a Christian that he will not hold out? 
What answer would you make in Spripture 
language to a person who declines becom- 
ing a Christian on the ground of certain 
mysterious doctrines, such as the Trinity, 
the Incarnation, Election, and others? All 
these are actual objections which the wri- 
ter has himself heard. By studying them 
in the light of Scripture, Christians will be 
fitted for a very important part of work 
among inquirers. In some such way let 
them learn how to deal with a variety of 
experiences and objections, with Bible in 
hand to encourage or to wound, as the case 
may be, leading the irresolute, but really 
anxious souls to prompt choice ; and rebuk- 
ing, in the terms of God’s own Word, the 

roud, self-reliant, and obstinate one, For 
it is conceivable that even these latter may 
be found in the ranks of inquirers, led there 
by some momentary conviction or tender 
persuasion. Mr. Moody never said a truer 
thing than when he declared “there are 
but two classes which go into the inquiry- 
room, pharisees and publicans.”” The Chris- 
— worker should know how to deal with 

th, 





AMERICAN SAULS. 
(Rev. Lyman Abbott, in The Congregationaiist,| 


I READ not long since the story of a 
Spanish gambler who accumulated an 
immense fortune by his profession. At 
length his long and prosperous life drew 
toward its close. He was about to die. He 
was ill at ease. He summoned a friend to 
his bedside, made confession, and turned 
over nearly, or quite, his whole fortune to 
the church. The holy father pronounced 
on him the blessing of the church, and I 
suppose he died in peace ; at least in such 
as it was possible tor the church to 
tow upon him, He was a Spanish 
Saul. 

But I think I have met Sauls, and very 
many of them, outside of the Romish 
church, The American Saul pays washing- 
women small w: ; he coins their tears 
and their blood, and puts the results of 
this horrible mint into his own pocket. 
Then he pays liberal donations to religious 
enterprises, and satisfies his own conscience 
and sometimes the conscience of the modern 
Samuel, who is less exacting, or less keen- 
sighted, than his prototype. This Ameri- 
can Saul is hard and exacting in his count- 
ing-room, and generous to subscription- 
papers and contribution-boxes, His clerks 
scowl at the mention of his name; but it 
figures oft in benevolent reports. His 
neighbor is his hard-worked book-keeper ; 
his under-paid clerk; his frosty-eared 
porter. Does he love his neighbor as him- 
self? Does he know the meaning of the 
declaration that “to obey is better than 
sacrifice ?” 

When Capt. Collier, of Brooklyn, was 
converted, he knocked in the heads of bis 
liquor casks, and emptied their contents 
inwo the sewer, and aleeintele refused to 
let the old liquor saloon, except with a 
covenant that it should not be used in the 
liquor business. An American Saul 
would have sold out his stock, put two 
thousand dollars in his pocket, given one 
thousand dollars to the National Temper- 
ance Society, aud been accounted a mod- 
erate man, free from all fanaticism. When 
Zaccheus was converted, he restored four- 
fold to all whom he had wronged by false 
accusations ; and as he could not keep the 
account perfectly, he gave half of his pro- 
perty to the poor. It is not probable that 
there was much left. 

There are noble men in our American 
churches, and many of them, whose gene- 
rosity in public is transcended by their pri- 
vate consideration and their unheralded 
and unknown charities. But there are 
also Sauls, who have filled their coffers 
with the fruits of their disobedience, who 
hope to satisfy God and their own con- 
science by giving a part of it to the Lord. 
And it is as certain as the unchangeable- 
ness of God, that they will not succeed any 
better than did Ananias and Sapphira— 
certainly not with the Lord, though they 
may deceive Peter. 


~~. oo 


AILED FREE 





-~GUIDE 


Contains over 1,200 varicties Vegetable and 
Flower Seeds. COLORED PLATES, Elegant 
wood-cute of vegetables and flowers. Handsomest 
Guide Published! 8@ Send for it. 


DETROIT SEED CO., Detroit, Mich. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
NOW IS THE TIME 
TO INTRODUCE 


The Graded Series of Question Books, on 


The Great Promises of the Bible. 


By Rev. Joseph Banvard. Vol. 1for Children. Vol. 
2for Youth. Vol. 3 for Adults. Price of each part, 
15 Cents. As many schools are not using the Inter- 
national Lessons we invite them to examine these 
books before adopting any others. Please send for 
our list of 8.8. Concert Exercises, and Sunday-school 
Books. 25 New Books published the past year. 
Published by 
HENRY A. YOUNG & CO., 
26 School Street, Boston. 


“The pictorial embellishments are of a high order of 
excellence, and as rare artistic specimens have perhaps 
never been surpassed in any work of similar design.” ~ 
NEW YORK TRIBUNE. 


THE NEW ILLUSTRATED BOOK, 


A CENTURY AFTER: 


Picturesque Glimpses of Philadelphia and 
Pennsylvania. 


EDITED BY RICHARD HENRY STODDARD. 





Iustrations by Moran, Darley, Woodward, Benseil, 
Sheppard, Schell, and others. 





Three hundred and sixty , heavy toned pa- 

r, size 10x12. Complete in Fifteen parts. Fifty 
Yents each. Agents wanted everywhere. Parties 
residing in localities where Agents have not been 
appointed, can obtain the work by addressing the 
Publishers. 

ALLEN, LANE & SCOTT, AND J. W. LAUDERBACH, 


233 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia. 


EVANGELICAL. UNDENOMINATIONAL. 
AMERICAN 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER, 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
Reduced rates for 1876. Sing’ copies, 
$1.20 per annum. Send forsample. Address the 


ublisher, CHARLES B. HOLMES, 608 North Fourth 
treet, St. Louis, Mo. 


merican 109 Pulton St, 
O O KK] New York. 
Eixchange: 





Furnish all new and second-hand books, m: ines 
and reviews. Want second-hand books and back 
numbers and volumes of periodicals. Books, new 


and old, loaned to all 
Book Exchange Monthly, ‘ 
ticulars, lists of books, etc. 

JOHN B. ALDEN, Manager. 


arts of the United States. 
cents a year, gives par- 


THE NEW SONG-BOOK 
PREPARED FOR MESSRS. 


MOODY AND SANKEY'’S 


SPECIAL SERVICES. 


“Gospel Hymns 


Sacred songs,” 


By P. P. BLISS and IRA D. SANKEY. 


Is issued in the following styles: 
One, 32mo, Words only, paper covers......... 5 cts, 
One, 8vo, Words and Music, paper covers...25 cts. 


There are finer editions of each style: One of 
Words only, at 10 cents; of Words and Music, 30 
cents, 50 cents, 75 cents, and $1.25. 


These books are for sale by Booksellers all over 
the country; or orders may be sent to either of the 
publishers, 

JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, New York. 


PRICE REDUCED TO ONLY $5.00. 
Best Help to the Study of this Year’s Lessons. 


The Portable Commentary, 


In 2 Vols. Cloth. By Jamieson, Fausset, and 
Brown. This without nosptien is the best com- 
} Commentary in portable form, and at the re- 
anees price the Cheapest in the Market. Published 
y 
HENRY A. YOUNG & CO., 


26 School Street, Boston. 


Wirxme WORDS—A Sunday-school Paper 
for the young—grows in favor each year. Pub- 
lished monthly and semi-monthly. Send for a spe- 
cimen before ordering your Sunday-school Paper 
for 1876, LFRED MARTIEN, 
21 S. Seventh Street, Phila. 


THE SUNDAY-SCT1OO™, TIMES. 

















NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


HELP! 


All that Sunday-school Teachers and Scholars need 
can be found in our 


BIBLE STUDIES 


LESSON LEAVES. 


The most economical periodical for Sunday-school 
Teachers, Bible-classes, and Older Scholars, 


UNSECTARIAN. 


Trened monthly as aids in preparing the lessons 
© . e INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

THE BIBLE STUDIES, by its illustra- 
tions, incidents, and articles specially prepared, 
is made particularly attractive to the youth who 
have outgrown the children’s papers. The best 
talent obtainable is employed, and articles are 

resented from the most prominent writers and 

unday-school workers of all denominations. One 
Lesson LEAF accompanies each copy. 

THE LESSON LEAVWES, which form a 
part of the ILLUSTRATED BIBLE STUDIES. are su- 

rior to anything of the kind yet published. 

They have eight pages, and contain, besices ques- 
tions and notes, new songs, and at intervals a Con- 
cert Exercise, and a map or other engraving. 
Price one cent each, or 75 cents per hundred. 

The subscription price of the ‘ Studies” is $1 per 
year. For $1.15 we send the “Studies” one year 
and our charming Fioral Crosses. For $1.40 the 
“Studies” and the Florai Crosses in oval and gilt 
mats. 


The Bible Studies & Smith’s Bible Dictionary 


On receipt of $18.00 we will send ten copies of 
the BIBLE STUDIES one year, and ten = of Dr. 
Smith’s celebrated Bibie Dictionary. e regular 
price of the Dictionary is $8 00. 

The books will be sent by express from here or 
from Hartford, Ct., at expense of recipients. 

Cheap Club Rates.—wiITHOUT PREMIUMS. 
R copies STUDIES 1 year one address b 4 cts, each. 


= “ “ “ “ “ 60 “ 
80 “ “ “ “ “ 50 “ 
“ “ “ “ “ 40 “ 


Specimen copies sent to any address. 
©. H. HOWARD & CO., Publishers, 
151 & 153 Fifth Avenue, Chicago. 


R ROBINSON'S « 


ymn & Tune Boos 
yp ne 
sone ORE Stu 
ve searIOns, 
MS Sein SNS 
“RE CONGREGATIONS” —_———— 
Fe ( HAPEL SONGS ° 


FOR THE SociaL MEETING & FAMILY: 
or Decimen bage- ferme ac. addvess fhe Pubjisy, 
is 


sth AS, BARNES & COMPANT. =" 


ew York, Chicago & New Orleansi, 


WESTMINSTER 
QUESTION BOOK. 


FOR 1876. 


BY THE REV. WILLARD M., RICE, D.D. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR TEACHER AND SCHOLAR. 


PRICE $18 PER 100 NET. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 


1334 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa. 


‘\ FOR 





4a7-To prevent ms | in the receipt of the Ques- 
tion Book, schools will please order as early as pos- 
sible. We would like to have such orders now, and 
deliver the books during January. 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 
BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


How to Teach the Little Folks 


FOR INFANT SCHOOLS, 
TEACHERS AND PARENTS. 
By Mr. Tyler, Mrs. Alden, Faith Latimer, and 
Mrs. Partridge. 

IsSmo. Cloth. Price 30 Cents, 


Please address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 





Qiersrren ar Wine 
T. De Witt Talmage, Editor, 


Offers Inducements to Agents, Subscribers, and 
Readers Never Before Presented, 


EDITORIALS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 


SERMONS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
EXPLAINED EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE, 


“4 GOOD YEAR,’ 


A NEW SERIAL by Dr. BAKER, of Boston, who says: 
** Please God, it shall be the best story I have ever written. 


Asonts Wantec 


FOR EVERY TOWN IN 
rT . % ’ 7 
The United States and Canada, 


to whom such inducements will be offered that they 
are sure to drop everything else and go to work for 


THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK. 
TERMS :—$5 per year, in advance. 


B. R. CORWIN, Publisher, ‘ 


* 102 Chambers Street, New York. j 


20 NEW 


CHOICE GIFT BOOKS ! 


FOR HOLIDAYS. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 























RD, Epiror. The Pioneer Sunday 
School Magazine. Undenominational, Evangelical. 
Best Contributions, Best Lessons, Best Editorials, 
$1.50 per year. No S,S. Magazine so popular. 
Specimen Copy sent on application to 


Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., Chicago. 


(: ROWN OF LFF 


For Sunday Schools. 


By W. A. Oepen, author of New Silver of which 
over 500,000 have been sold. Nearly every specimen copy 
examined brings an order forasupply. 83.60 per dozen. 
Specimen copy, 35 cts. S@~ Specimen pages free to all, 


KI NG” Day-School and Ju- 
venile Singing Books. 
** Just what we have long wanted,’’ is the praise from 


every direction. $5 per dozen. Ask your bookseller for it, 
or send 0 cts. for sample copy. B@ Specimen pages free. 


NTHEM CHOI 


The most popular work extant for open- 
ing and closing choir service, also con- 
vention use. $10.50 per doz. Sample 


copy $1. M@~ Specimen pages free. 
W.W. WHITNEY, TOLEDO, O. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


1AMOND JEWELRY, DIAMONDS RESET TO ORDER. 
18-karat oe engngoment and Wedding Rings. 
T. W. BAILY’S, Jeweller, No. 622 MARKET ST, 


ELEGANT STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS AS S8AM- 


PLES, for 25 cents, or 75 cents per dozen. Over 
100 different views of the Holy Land. 
J.C. HENRY, Gilen’s Falls, N. Y, 


LADIEBSs! 

Desiring a Sewing Machine in the Sewing Society 
under their charge, are respectfully invited to ad- 
dress the undersigned. Liberal arrangements will 


be proposed and satisfaction guaranteed. Special 
terms to clergymen. 


WEED SEWING MACHINE CO., 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
HOMER BLANCHARD, President. 


(Please mention that’ you saw this in Tur Sun- 
DAY-SCHOOL TIMES.) 


Cae’ JAMES McKNIGHT, 
ow philadelphia.” | FUPHIShing Madertaker 
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THE OUTLOOK FOR 1876. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


H. CLAY TRUMBULL, Editor. GEO. A. PELTZ, Associate Editor. JOHN WANAMAKER, Publisher. 





J ag plans of Tux Suwpay-scHoon Times for 1876 are broader and inure complete thanever. The representative paper of the Sunday-school cause is to keep pace with the 
rapid progress of thonght and work in its sphere. 


INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS. 


Its lesson-helps form a series not to be excelled. They include: 


1. An Exposition of the Lesson by William Ormiston, D.D., who as a skilled teacher and thorough Bible student shows rare power in adapting the lesson-traths practically 
to all classes of learners. 


. Normal Hints to Primary-class teachers, by ‘‘ Faith Latimer’’ (Mrs. J. A. Miller, of Louisville, Ky.), herself an experienced primary-class teacher. 

. A brief Application of the spiritual truths of each lesson, by the Rev. A. J. Gordon, of Boston. 

. Bible Lights on the lesson, or parallel and illustrative Scripture texts, to show at a glance the bearing of Scripture on Scripture. 

Selected Illustrations, to aid the teacher in understanding and applying lesson-truths. 

An Eclectic Commentary, or the best thoughts of the ages on the Bible teaching of the lesson. 

. Suggestive Outlines for the Blackboard, or the class slate, by the Rev. J. B. Atchinson, of Detroit, and others. 

. Lights from Bible Lands, A series of sketches of travel, and of Oriental illustrations, by well known scholars and travelers, including Henry J. Van Lennep, D.D., 
author of the The Oriental Album, Bible Lands, etc,; also the Rev. W. L. Gage, the well-known Bible geographer, who visi Palestine in 1875 and made 

special examination of localities considered in the lessons for 1876. 


. Review plans by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn., a master-workman in review methods. 
Special articles by competent and distinguished writers calculated to aid parents and teachers in the study of the lessons of the year. 


NORMAL HELPS. 


In the line of helps to Sunday-school workers, aside from mere lesson study, there are promised : 


A series of Normal papers, on methods of work in every department of the Sunday-school (showing what should be done, and why), calculated to be of service to pastors, 
superintendents, and teachers, and to local normal-classes 


‘““Words of Workers,” a collection of the best sayin of the best Sunday-school workers on classified themes of Sunday-school work. 
A Bible exercise for the Sunday-school concert, as often as once a month. 


Specimen exercises for opening and closing schools, for installing teachers, and for various special occasioas., 
Descriptive sketches of specimen Sunday-schools in city and country—church and mission schools. 


OTHER ATTRACTIONS. 


As a Sunday-school newspaper Tae Tres is to retain its foremost place, giving in convenient and classified form Sunday-school intelligence from ail parts of the world, 
including reports of conventions, institutes, associations, normal-classes, with the most valuable addresses of leading Sunday-school workers. 

Its columns of Home Reading are to be supplied with the choicest original material from the pens of the best writers. As an earnest of the good things to be provided in 
this department it may be mentioned that among those who have contributed to it within the past few weeks are John Hall. D.D., C. H. Toy, D.D., Theodore Cuyler, D.D., M. 
B. Riddle, D.D., Edward ng D.D., Geo. Dana Boardman, D.D., W. H. VanDoren, D.D., Peter Stryker, D.D., J. T 


; ) . Crane, D.D., the Rev. Messrs. Washington Gladden, 
B. L. Agnew, Samuel. W. D , Lyman Abbott, Asa Bullard, “e= H. Twichell, G. B. Willcox, and Spencer Kennard, W. ©. Prime, LL. D., John 8. Hart, LUD Gen. 0. O 


Howard, Mary E. Brady; Saat E. Sangster, Mrs. W. F. Crafts, Mary B. Dodge, and Mrs. E. Oakes Smith. These and many such strong writers may be counted on for 1876. 
Choloe religions and eous selections from American and European journals, under the head of ‘‘ Worth Repeating,” will add to the value of the paper in the Chris- 
tian household. 


Care will be taken to make its reviews and notices of current literature so thorough and discriminating as to give to the reader an understanding of the character and merits 
of the works considered. 


Indeed, it is intended to make this paper in all departments worthy of its foremost place in the Sunday-school world. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable in advance, were established November 15th : 
From 1 to 14 Copies - $2.15 each, (which includes 15 Cents for prepaid po e. 
From 15 to 29 ‘F . « Bee és 0 és prepaid postage.) 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 ns 6 ‘ ‘ “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time of making their subscription, state that they are such. $1.65 each. 


A NEW FEATURE. 


To secure to superintendents, for use in the desk, helps to which the teachers and scholars have not access, 


“THE SUPERINTENDENT’S PAPER” 


is to be issued monthly, containing for each week blackboard outlines, suggestions for comment and remark, review questions, and appropriate illustrations. This paper will be 
sent on receipt of its price, 50 cents, = subscribers of THE Times, who are pastors or superintendents, and who when ordering it, state that they are such. 
The above rates include postage, which will be prepaid at the office of publication. 


SCHOLARS’ HELPS. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


A handsome Lesson Leaf on colored paper—a different color for each Sunday of the month—will be published, to aid scholars in their study. This Leaf will contain the 
Lesson Text, the Topic, and Golden Text, a list of Home Readings, a Lesson Outline, and questions to aid the scholar not only in his examination of the lessons but in the 


oe gerne ay ee “THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY.” 


There is also offered for the new year a collection in small quarto form of the twelve lessons of each three months, with a quarterly review outline for the thirteenth Sunday. 
With the Scripture text of each lesson will be given marginal references ; and the pronunciation of proper names will be indicated. Brief explanatory notes to aid the scholars in 
their study ; suggestions to teachers and scholars as to methods of work; a compact Bible dictionary or alphabetical explanation of terms, and description of persons, places, and 
customs fectuded in the lessons; a map of Palestine in the time of Saul, and a preliminary sketch of the subjects of study, by the Rey. William Ormiston, D.D of Kew York 
will aid in making Tax ScHoiar’s QuARTERLY the most complete and valuable help to scholars published on the International Lessons. The objections raised by many against 
detached Lesson Leaves are met in this publication—which is at the same time a great improvement over the old-fashioned question book. 

The lesson questions in both Tue WkrkLy Lesson Lear and Tug ScuoLar’s QUARTERLY, and the review outlines, will be prepared by John B. Smith, of Kast Hartford, Conn. 
—who is unequaled in this _ of work—the whole being revised by H. Clay Trumbull, recently Normal Secretary of the American Sunday-school Union, and now editor-in- 
chief of Tut Sunpay-scHoon TiMgEs. 


In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaves subscribers should state the month for which they desire to have them commence; if they do not, the Leaves will be sent for the 
month following the date of receiving the order. 


Subscribers not receiving Lessons by the tenth of the month previous to their date, will please notify the Business Manager, so that they may be forwarded at once. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATHES. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF: {70 Copies, one month, - - $ , 60 
THE SCHULAR’S QUARTERL ¥:{400 Copies, See months, — - $ 5.00 


LESS THAN 100 COPIES OF EITHER AT SAME RATE. 


Goa OT OOS 
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ADDRESS, 
NEW YORK OFFICE: 
804 FOURTH AVENUE, 


E. P. WALLING, Agent. 


JOUN DD. WATTLES, 
BUSINESS MANAGER, 


610 Chesinut St., Philadelphia, 
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